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Dear Year 1 Families, 

We hope that you are all continuing to keep safe and well. At least the weather has been kind 
to us which does help a little. Did you manage to complete last week’s learning activities and 
tasks together? We do hope you enjoyed the new topics in Science, Geography and RE.  We 
know that home learning is not always easy but well done for all your efforts. We are so very 
proud of you as always. 

On Friday 8th May it should have been a bank holiday for us to mark 75 years since the end of 
the Second World War. Many planned events could not take place but we do know that some 
street parties were held with families celebrating in their own front gardens. We hope that 
you were able to learn together about why we mark this important date, whatever your family 
did on this special day. Perhaps you took photos on the day of the activities you did- that 
would be a good reminder of VE Day in years to come.  

There are a range of exciting activities and challenges for you to do this week. You can 
spread them over the week and complete them to fit in with your family’s routines. The most 
important thing is that your child enjoys taking part and continues on their learning journey. 
We really do appreciate all the hard work that you, as parents, are putting into home school-
ing. You are doing a fantastic job. One day you may well look back with fond memories of this 
time when home became school.  

We miss you all so much and miss being in school together. We think about you often and 
wonder how you are doing. It will be wonderful when we are back together at St James but 
until then keep safe and happy together. 

With very best wishes, 

 Year 1 staff. 
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

Weekly maths tasks  

 

 

 

 

 

Quick maths daily challenges: 

As last week, we have included a daily maths  

challenge mat in your home learning pack. 

You can also complete maths activities on Sumdog 

https://www.sumdog.com/user/sign_in  

White Rose online lessons  

St James's recommends that pupils complete the daily online White Rose maths lessons - these cover the 
Summer term maths topics that your child would be learning at school. You don't have to do one a day or 
complete the lesson on the date shown, but it is important that you complete them in order as the learning 
builds on the previous lessons. So whenever you start, start at Summer term -  week 1, (w/c 20 April) for 
the special 12 week course (the previous tabs labelled simply week 1, week 2 can be ignored).   
Here is a link to the White Rose home learning page  

 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ 

Before each lesson make sure your child has something to write on and with, and you may want to have 
printed the lesson worksheets out in advance. These worksheets and answers are available to download 
from the St James's school website using this link https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets. 
If you don't have a printer don't worry, pupils can still have a go at the worksheets, just display them on a 

On the White Rose site, there is a video for pupils to watch which begins with a Flashback 4. This first slide 
recaps previous learning. Each video then goes on to introduce new learning. After the video pupils can have 
a go at the worksheets. The worksheets and answers are available to download from the St James's website 
at https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets. 

If you have any questions about the White Rose website and lessons on offer please direct them to info@st-
james.dudley.sch.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible.  

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets
https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

Weekly reading & writing tasks 

This week, English and Geography are linked.  Two of your writing tasks will have a geography  
focus in that you will be asked to describe the features found in the town, and the country. 
Day 1 – To use conjunction ‘and’ to join ideas in a sentence.   
Read the story presentation ‘The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse’.   
Talk about the fact that the mice did not enjoy being in each other’s homes. Apart from the food, what else did 
they each find strange or unpleasant in the unfamiliar setting? Now look at the ‘countryside’ part of the 
‘GEOGRAPHY-Town and country-presentation’.  Talk about what you can see in each scene.  Think of a  
sentence to describe two of the features you can see.  Include adjectives to add interest and use conjunction 
‘and’ to join your ideas.  Use word bank on page 8 of the presentation to support ideas and spelling.   
Begin your first sentence with ‘In the countryside you will see …’ 
 
eg:  In the countryside you will see rolling green hills and towering, rocky mountains’ 
(conjunction has been highlighted red, adjectives are shown in green). 
 
Remember to say each sentence as you think of it, then practise at least three times before you start to write.  
Once you have finished your first sentence, read it through to make sure it makes sense, and check that you 
have used a capital letter at the start of the sentence and a full stop at the end.   
Have you used conjunction ‘and’ as well as adjectives in your sentence? 
 
Once you have written your first sentence, use the presentation pictures and the word bank to help you think 
and write a second sentence.  Repeat until you have written four or five sentences, each including conjunction 
and adjectives. 
 
Subsequent sentence openers might be:   
There are / There is …                                                In some places ... 
You might hear …                                                        Wherever you look you will see …                                            
Down under / in / above / next to / beside…        In the countryside you can ... 
Across the land ... 
 
Day 2 –  To use conjunction ‘and’ to join ideas in a sentence.  Repeat yesterday’s talk and write activity for 
the town, using sentence openers and vocabulary appropriate for the town setting.  
You also have a little extra challenge today.  Think about where you would prefer to live if you were  
given the choice—town, or country?  Things to consider when making your choice might include the things you 
can easily do in one place, but not the other.  Finish your writing by describing and explaining your choice:  ‘I 
would choose to live in …(the town / the countryside) because … (I like / I can / I do not like / I prefer… etc) 
 
Day 3 – To retell a well know story.  Read the story again.  Then look at the final page of the story which 
shows the pictures from the story in sequence.  Starting at picture 1, use the pictures to sequence and retell 
the story.  One or two sentences should be enough to create a simplified version of the story.  Repeat this two 
or three times more.  Then focus on the first picture, say, practise and write the opening sentence of the story.  
Continue through the pictures to complete the story.  Remember to think, say and practise each sentence  
before you write.  Remember to use capital letters and full stops, and read through and check each sentence 
before you begin the next.  You can read Mrs Williams’ story on the final page of the presentation. 

Take care and pride in their work.  Please use pencils to write, rather than biros or felt pens, and  
always write in Kinetic Letters.    
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

Weekly reading & writing tasks—continued 

Reading Comprehension:  The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse.  Read the prepared story and an-
swer the questions, either by printing off the sheets or giving verbal responses.  Children need to see the 
questions so that they are able to match and join some of the answers.   

Our Geography and English plans are based on the story of  The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse.  
The story is a fable originally told by Aesop over 2000 years ago.  Fables are stories which teach a lesson 
or carry a message.   Fables were shared by adults with each other as well as their children, and passed 
down verbally from generation to generation long before they were eventually written down.   
Dictionary.com: fable:  noun. ‘a short tale to teach a moral lesson, often with animals or inanimate objects as characters.  

The Country Mouse and the Town Mouse—an alternative version 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6Dfq1xA3cQ  

 

The Lion and the Mouse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZeRh1OCcrQ  

 

The Fox and the Crow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-M8rKiq35s  

 

The Tortoise and the Hare 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUngzUtFr7Q  

 

The Ugly Duckling 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbiqYODEZL4  

 

Just for fun, we’ve also added a wordsearch base on our story of Town Mouse and Country 
Mouse in your learning pack this week.  Again, it is up to you whether you print off a hard 
copy of the puzzle, or spot the words on screen.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6Dfq1xA3cQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZeRh1OCcrQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-M8rKiq35s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUngzUtFr7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbiqYODEZL4
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

Weekly reading & writing tasks—continued 

 Grammar Hammer Check 9.   
As usual, be led by your child;  They may need to be supported to read parts of the 
check, but should be able to explain their answers and the choices they make.  

 Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar (SPAG) Speedy Challenge 
In place of the thinking challenges this week, you will find some SPAG mats with a range 
of speedy activities to do. 

 

Spellings this week:  number names revision: 

 

eleven     twelve     thirteen     fourteen     fifteen 

 

Choose and use a number name  to write a sentence each day.   

Remember to also use the correct plural suffix in your sentence! 

Eg:   

Eleven  boys and girls were playing football in the park. 

Twelve little chicks hid behind the bushes. 

 

 

 

 



 8 

 

Online phonics lessons for Letters and Sounds  

 

We are pleased to announce, from Monday 27 April, online phonics lessons  

have been made available from Letters and Sounds for home and school 

 

Written and presented by phonics experts and funded by the Department for Education, the online  

lessons are designed to cover new phonics teaching that children would have received over the summer 

term had they been in school. This resource is for use by teachers and parents who will find planning and 

teaching phonics challenging when schools are closed due to Covid-19. 

 

The 10.30 am Summer Term Lessons for Year 1 are based on where our children are expected to be in 

their learning by the summer term. An additional set of lessons aims to reach the children in Reception 

and Year 1 who may need more practise with their blending. A guidance film explains the basics of  

Phonics and how you, as parents can support your child is also available.  

From Monday 27 April, a new lesson will be uploaded Monday to Friday at the times below during the 

summer term. *After upload, each lesson will then be available to watch throughout the summer term. 

  

11 am* 

  

Learning to blend 

Phase 2 recap 

For children in Reception and Year 1 who need 

extra practice sounding and reading words such 

as ‘tap’ ‘cap’ ‘mat’ ‘pat’ 

  

10:30 am* 

  

Year 1 Summer term 

Phase 5 

For Year 1 children who can confidently blend 

and read words such as ‘stamp’ ‘chair’ and 

‘green’ 

Additional Phonics games and activities  
Play Cheeky Chimps & Acorn Adventures focusing on all alternative pronunciation:     
i, o, c, g, u  ow, ie, ea, er a, y, ch, ou   
 

https://bit.ly/34KsiFS
https://bit.ly/34KsiFS
https://bit.ly/34KsiFS
https://bit.ly/34KsiFS


 9 

 

Week beginning 11.5.20 

Science  

Our Science topic this half term is called ‘Growth and Green Fingers’. 

Today we are going to be finding out about growing plants.  Seeds are available in Webster's in  

Wollastion, or Wilkos in town.  If you cannot get any seeds, you will find virtual growing experiences on 

Youtube.  Just use ‘growing cress’ as your search and explore the different video clips.  Even if you do 

grow your own seeds, you will be fascinated by some of the time lapse video clips. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIPt2Z_83HA  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=penbvvKP940  

 

Look at the ‘SCIENCE- What plants need to grow’ presentation.  Talk about the information given on each 

page, from page 2 to 5.  Answer the questions on page 6.  You can either print the separate document off:  

(SCIENCE- plants need... )  or  answer the questions verbally whilst looking at this page.   

Once you have worked through the presentation, you will be ready to complete the main growing activity.  

Follow the instructions to make a cress head.  Make a Growing Cress Diary, either by printing off the pages 

provided (SCIENCE– Cress Diary) or by putting two sheets of A4 paper together and folding them in half to 

create an A5 size booklet.  Copy the text and picture boxes from the Cress Diary template onto your own 

booklet.  Complete the pages on the day the seed are planted, then again on days 4, 7 and 14, by which 

time your cress should be pretty much ready to eat and enjoy .   

 

If you are not growing your own cress, you can find a super little film clip here:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt7-fzybyBg  

‘In this video, we enjoyed growing cress, an edible fast-growing plant packed with nutrients. We used the 

cress we grew to make egg, mayonnaise and cress sandwiches which were delicious!’ 

 

The video clip also displays the days as the cress grows, so that you will be able to draw from the girls’  

observations at day 4, 7 and 14. 

 

Finally, read and answer the BBQ and CQ at the end of the presentation.   

 

NB:  Also available on Youtube is a timelapse clip growing tomato seeds from a slice of tomato.  So maybe, 

if nothing else is available, you could try growing a tomato plant from a slice saved from your salad! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31us20fy6sw  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIPt2Z_83HA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=penbvvKP940
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt7-fzybyBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31us20fy6sw
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

Geography 

Comparing Town and Country 

The Story of the Town Mouse and the Country Mouse. 

See English Writing plans. 

 

You will be looking at the presentation (GEOGRAPHY– Town and Country) and describing the 

similarities and differences between the two settings.   

 

* Use the pages of the presentation to paint or draw a picture of the countryside, and one of the 

town.   
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

Computing   

See how many Karate belts you can earn on Karate Cats English: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd63xyc/articles/zdp4pg8 

Complete Place Value Basket Ball numbers to 99 on top marks: 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball 

Art and / or DT activities 

Focus: The elements of Art:  Line 

There are seven elements of Art, the first and most basic being  line.   

 

Today we are going to be using line to make a variety of marks.   

Share the presentation (ART—line and mark making examples).   
You will find examples of marks made by using lines in a variety of ways.   

 

Warm up and practise making marks in the ways shown on page 1.   
You only need to fill small areas with your chosen lines, rather than filling a whole page with one type of mark making. 

Now you need a simple colouring page.  Use one from a colouring book at home, or print off one of the colouring  
pages from the examples presentation (pages 4, 5,6, 7).  Today, rather than use colour on your picture, you are going 
to fill each space with different marks.  Look again at pages 2 and 3 to see how this has been done.  Your challenge is 
to use different lines and mark making in the separate spaces of your colouring picture.  Try not to use the same marks 
in two connecting spaces.  Again- this takes a little time and patience, but is a lovely way to focus and relax.  Enjoy! 

 

 

The children are already familiar with  
some  
of the work of Van Gogh.   

 
Take a look at this work and how he used  
line rather than colour to create tone and  
texture in his work. 
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

Music  

This week, we’re singing a rainbow: 

The Singing Walrus presents the colours song "Rainbow Colours", a fun, upbeat rock song that teaches children the 7 

colours of the rainbow. Join our characters for a fun adventure across land and sea to find all of the colours - red,  

orange, yellow, green, blue, purple and pink!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLZcWGQQsmg  

 

The Kiboomers—‘I Can Sing a Rainbow song’. Song |& lyrics.  

‘Watch our 'I Can Sing a Rainbow' video with song lyrics and sing along! ‘ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqRBxO2GDFA  

 

Rainbow song - from the Kid's Box 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTDJiPdz3L0  

 

What's Your Favourite Colour? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxIpA5nF_LY  

 

To link with our stories this week, we also include a song version of The Town Mouse & the Country Mouse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hDKKZrVKm4  

 

PE 

Remember to complete Joe Wicks daily PE lesson, shown live at 9.00 am each morning. 

More action songs to sing and move along to:   

The Kiboomers! Freeze Dance! Freeze Dance for Kids!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UcZWXvgMZE  

 

Watch our 'Walking Walking Hop Hop Hop Song' video and move along with us!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6cJB7k6eEk  

Additional staying active ideas can be found on: 

Tokyo Ten Activities https://www.getset.co.uk/resources/travel-to-tokyo/tokyo-ten  

 

BBC super movers https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLZcWGQQsmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqRBxO2GDFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTDJiPdz3L0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxIpA5nF_LY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hDKKZrVKm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UcZWXvgMZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6cJB7k6eEk
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Week beginning 11.5.20 

RE  

The focus for RE this half term is Sacred Places.   

LO:   I can describe why a place of worship might be special. 

Share the presentation (RE-Going to Church) 

The presentation itself will guide you through discussion points and questions about Churches in general.   

Page 20 asks you to recap what you have learnt through the presentation with the question:  Why do people go 

the Church?  How many reasons can you remember? 

Page 23 Asks:  Why do you think a Church is so important to Christians?  Here we focus on Christian beliefs and 

practices when trying to answer this question.   

Finally, page 24 gives the opportunity to write questions we to ask Mrs Skeldon, who is a long practicing Chris-

tian, about why Church is especially important to her.  

 


