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Thursday 26th May  

 

Dear Family 

Re. Wider opening of school 1st June 

Year 6 – Monday 1st June 

Reception – Tuesday 2nd June 

 

Thank you for responding to our survey regarding your child returning to school, next week.  I can now confirm that 

we have been able to divide the children into groups of no more than 10 in all year groups.  We are very excited to 

welcome the children back to school and know that we can rely on your help and support to make sure that we do 

so safely.  Please ensure that your contact details are correct, in case we need to contact you.   The key principle is 

to not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household has any of the symptoms of Coronavirus: high 

temperature, persistent cough, change or loss of taste and/or smell. If you did not reply to the survey or responded 

that you were not intending for your child to return, a place has not been allocated.  Please contact the school office 

prior to sending your child back to school if a place has not been allocated. If you answered ‘maybe’ in response to 

whether you would be sending you child to school, can we now ask that before 8am on Monday 1st June you let us 

know via email (info@st-james.dudley.sch.uk) if your child will be attending. Could we also ask that children are not 

taken out of school for appointments?  If your child needs to attend an appointment, it would be best for them not 

to be in school that day to reduce coming and going during the day.  It is important that we keep an accurate record 

of attendance.  Please notify the school office in the usual way if your child is going to be absent.   

 

Lunches  

During the week beginning 1st June, Reception pupils and those entitled to a free school meal in year 6 will be 

provided with grab bags.  These will consist of a sandwich of your child’s choice, a piece of fruit and a cake, or 

dessert.  Can you please take a few moments to complete a short order form to let us know if your child will be 

bringing their own pack lunch or if you would like to order a grab bag for the first week (Reception pupils and 

children in year 6 who are entitled to a free school meal only) click the link below: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=j3FOYWqZgUqlOX8W5r7dXunbLznhUmdIj7535zWatDBUM1I

0S1FZWDlRTzlXMlFCSVRMMTVVRUwwTi4u 

 

For the weeks following this, the School Money system for selecting lunches for your child will be back up and 

running however it will remain finger food that children can eat either outside or in their allocated room without the 

need for utensils.  Unfortunately, we are unable to offer lunches provided by school to any pupils not in reception or 

already in receipt of free school meals.  Therefore all other year 6 pupils will be required to bring lunch from home. 

In all groups, please ensure that your child has a named water bottle that can be sent home each evening.  

 

Parent Questions 

Responses to some of the enquiries made via the survey have been responded to on the Frequently Asked Questions 

document on the website, under COVID-19 on the menu bar.  If your question has not been responded to, please 

email info@st-james.dudley.sch.uk and one of us will get back to you.  
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Medication 

Please ensure that you send your child with the medication required for any medical issues we already know about – 

please label this clearly with your child’s name. The adults leading your child’s group will be aware of all medical 

conditions and will be expecting any medication which is usually in school. Unless we hear from you, we will keep 

any inhalers in a group medical box and not send them home each day. If your child has a new medical condition or 

will require any medication we do not know about please contact school via info@st-james.dudley.sch.uk before 

your child returns to school. 

 

Clothing 

School uniform is optional, but when sending your child in, please consider the following: 

 Children may be spending more time outdoors and so will need appropriate clothing for the weather on a 

given day. This will include sunscreen and caps in warm weather.  

 We will be opening windows in the classroom, even when temperatures are cool so please send layers 

children can put on if they feel cold. 

 Reception pupils will be visiting Forest School, but you will be told about these dates in advance. 

A reminder of what will be required of parents 
In order that we are able to reduce the footfall into school we are asking parents to cooperate with the following:  

 Punctual arrival for drop off and pick up in the time slot allocated – see below.  

 Whilst waiting to reach the gate, please queue two metres away from other parents. Signs will we visible to 

indicate which way to queue so that the lines from each gate don’t collide. We will make sure the drop off 

and pick up process is as efficient as possible to reduce waiting time. 

 No congregating – please drop your child to the supervising adult at the gate allocated to your year group 

and leave promptly.  

 Any queries will need to be done via telephone (01384 818810) or email (info@st-james.dudley.sch.uk).  It is 

vital that the drop off and pick up routine is as quick as possible so please do not try to engage with school 

staff during this time.   

 We will not be able to have any visitors into school.  Please do not come to school unless it has been 

previously arranged. 

The arrangements for the start and end of the school day are as follows: 

Group  Start time End time  Gate  

Vulnerable + Key 
worker 

0830 3.30  Gate 2 

6W 0850 3.00 Gate 1 

6S 0900 3.10 Gate 1 

RP 0915 2.30 Gate 2 

RT 0930 2.45 Gate 2  

Gate 1 – new, additional gate.  Gate 2 – original gate with buzzer to the office. 

School will look differently to how your child remembers it prior to lockdown, however I am sure that you will not be 

surprised to know that school staff have worked incredibly hard to ensure that the areas that children will be 

working in are familiar, comfortable and attractive.  Although your child may not be with their usual class teacher, all 
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groups are being led by experienced St James’s staff.  The curriculum delivered will be consistent across the year 

groups and will be reflected in the home learning packs.  

The current situation and guidance is continually changing and I very much appreciate your patience while we work 

out the logistics. Thank you.    

I hope that you are enjoying the sunshine!  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs L Mason (Head teacher)    
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