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English 

In English we will be focusing on our 
class reader, which links to our History 
topic, called ‘Who Let The Gods Out?’ 
by Maz Evans. We will be using this as 
a stimulus for many different types of 
creative and non-fiction writing, 
including: 

 Newspaper Articles 

 Persuasive Letters 

 Diary Writing 

 Descriptions 

 Recounts 

 Balanced Arguments 

 Invitations 
The children will explore various 
examples of these texts and identify the 
key features used in each one. They 
will then have the opportunity to plan, 
draft and publish their own 
compositions.  
In addition to this, one lesson each 
week will be a grammar lesson 
focusing on the year 5 grammar, 
punctuation and spelling objectives. 
English homework (spelling & reading 
activities) will be sent home on a 
Monday to be handed in on the 
following Friday.  
 

Maths 

This year, we will be continuing to use the Power Maths resources to engage the children in 
their learning. During the morning maths lesson we will be focusing on the year 5 objectives, 
however, we will be having 2 additional 30 minutes afternoon sessions to focus on our 
arithmetic and calculation skills. The units covered during this term are: place value up to 
1 000 000; addition and subtraction; graphs and tables; multiplication and division; measures 
and area and perimeter.  
 
Weekly homework, which will be set on CENTURY, will continue to be set on a Friday to be 
completed by the following Wednesday. The children’s log on details for TT Rockstars, and 
Education City remain the same as in Year 4.  

 

Reading  

In Year 5, children are encouraged to change their home 
reader whenever they are ready rather than on a set day. 
Reading records are checked by staff on a Friday. Children 
are expected to write at least 3 independent comments per 
week including the date, book and pages read alongside a 
detailed comment. Ideas for entries can be found inside the 
front cover of your child’s reading record. In addition to their 
home reader, children are encouraged to read books 
allocated to them on Bug Club. 
 
In our daily reading sessions, we are focusing on improving 
our vocabulary alongside learning how to respond to a 
variety of texts. The skills we are focusing on include: 
inference, summarising, retrieval, sequencing, 

commentating and considering authors’ choice.  

Religious Education 

During the first half term, we 

will be using the Worcester 

Syllabus to explore the 

question ‘What does it mean 

to be a Muslim in Britain 

today?’ 

Later on, during the second 

half term, we will be 

considering the question ‘Was 

Jesus the Messiah?’ as part of 

our Understanding Christianity 

unit on Incarnation.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 

This term we will be learning all about 
Ancient Greece and considering the 
question ‘Why is Ancient Greece known 
as ‘the birthplace of Western Civilisation’?’   
This is an exciting topic which opens the 
children’s eyes to the contributions the 
Greeks have made to our own society. 
Our English for this half term, which is 
based on our class reader ‘Who Let The 
Gods Out? By Maz Evans, will also link to 
our History topic. 
We will also learn all about the Gunpowder 
Plot and discover an exciting link to our 
local area in our History focus week. 

 

Science 

In science we will be answering the question 
‘Can You Feel the Force?’ by undertaking a 
series of fun experiments to investigate the 
effects of forces, including the effects of 
magnets. 
 
During the second half term, we will begin 
learning about Earth, space and the 
wonders of our universe. 

Art and Design 

During the first half term, we will be reminding ourselves of how to use our sketchbooks 
effectively. In this collection of lessons children will learn and develop their skills in: design, 
drawing, craft, painting and art appreciation by designing their own invention, expanding on 
an observational drawing, using a poem to create a portrait, painting an enlarged section of 
a drawn collage and learning to ‘think’ like an artist. 
Following this, we will be focusing on artist and sculptor Magdalene Odundo who uses the 
same techniques as the Ancient Greeks to create her unique style of pottery. We will be 
designing our own pots in the style of Magdalene Odundo to link with our work in History. 

Physical Education  

PE sessions for Year 5 will be on 

Tuesdays (indoor) and Fridays (outdoor). 

Please ensure that children have their 

correct PE kit in school on these days and 

that hair is tied up. Children must be able 

to remove their own earrings for PE.  

During the first half term, we will be 

focusing on gymnastics (indoors) and 

football (outdoors). These will be followed 

by dance (indoors) and netball (outdoors) 

in the second half term. 

French 

In French, we will be using Rigolo to 
practise both our speaking and 
listening skills in our first unit ‘Salut 
Gustave!’ We will be learning 
vocabulary and phrases associated 
our own identity and our family in order 
to introduce and describe ourselves to 
someone new. 
Later on in the term, we will study our 
second unit ‘A l’ecole’ during which we 
will learn about schools and education 
in France. We will learn the vocabulary 
for school subjects and also how to 
describe the time accurately in French.  

Geography  

In Geography this half term, we will be 
completing a UK region study on the area of 
East Anglia. We will consider the negative 
effects of tourism on the area and explore 
key areas, such as ‘The Fens’ which offer 
many agricultural opportunities. 
 
 



 

Design Technology  

This term, we will focus on Food Technology 

and explore the question ‘Can you make a 

recipe healthier and more ethical?’ The children 

will be tasked with designing and making their 

own unique bolognaise sauce. To be 

successful, the children will: explore the journey 

of beef from farm to fork; taste test various 

sauces and compare their nutritional value; 

work together to choose ingredients for a 

healthier alternative; calculate the cost of their 

product; write a recipe; create their product and 

then design and make packaging to promote 

their healthier and more ethical result. 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (including 

Relationships Education) 

 In the first half term, we will be considering the question ‘What makes up a 

person’s identity?’ This will include considering: the meaning of identity; personal 

attributes and qualities; similarities and differences; individuality and challenging 

stereotypical points of view. 

During the second half term, our focus question will be ‘What decisions can 

people make with money?’ Here, we will consider the concepts of: spending and 

saving money; bank accounts; debt; value for money; the risks that can be taken 

with money and how these can affect people’s physical and mental wellbeing. 

Computing  

In computing during the first half term, we will be developing our knowledge and 
understanding of online safety by asking the question ‘What dangers are there 
online?’ After considering the dangers that the internet can present, we will be 
considering what measures we can take to protect ourselves and keep ourselves 
safe. 
During the second half term, we will be linking our computing with our science and 
using a program called ‘Mars Rover’ to read binary code and answer the following 
question: 
01000011 01100001 01101110 00100000 01101001 00100000 01110010 
01100101 01100001 01100100 00100000 01100010 01101001 01101110 
01100001 01110010 01111001 00100000 01100011 01101111 01100100 
01100101 00111111.  
We will also be improving our communication and presentation skills by using 
programs such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher and PowerPoint. 
 
 
 

Music 

In music this term, we will be basing our learning 
on Livin’ On A Prayer by Bon Jovi which is a great 
example of an anthem – a rousing or uplifting 
song reflecting a particular cause or emotion – 
which unites people when they are singing 
together. 
 
During the second half term, we will be exploring 
the genre of jazz music by completing a unit 
called ‘Classroom Jazz’. Children will learn to 
play two tunes (Three Note Bossa and Five Note 
Swing) on either the recorder, or the 
glockenspiel. We will also be learning how to 
improvise using the notes that we have learnt, 
alongside exploring how we can use our bodies 
as percussion instruments to create the beat and 
different rhythms. 


