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Dear Year 1, 

 

We hope you are all well and staying safe.  It seems such a long time since we were last  
together and we are missing you so much. It will be wonderful when we are back together in 
school. We are so looking forward to hearing all your news.  We’re sure you will have photos, 
pictures, paintings or stories which you will want to share. We do hope that you are enjoying 
being able to go out for lots more fresh air and exercise. It’s so important that we all keep 
active. We imagine you are playing lots of games and having fun outdoors. We do hope you are 
enjoying the work we are sending you. We know you will be doing your very best. Thank you 
again to all the parents who are doing such a fantastic job supporting the children with home 
learning.  

 

With very best wishes, 

 Year 1 staff. 
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Weekly maths tasks  

 

 

 

 

 

Quick maths daily challenges: 

As usual, we have included a daily maths challenge mat in your home learning pack. 

You can also complete maths activities on Sumdog 

https://www.sumdog.com/user/sign_in  

White Rose online lessons  

St James's recommends that pupils complete the daily online White Rose maths lessons - these cover the 
Summer term maths topics that your child would be learning at school. You don't have to do one a day or 
complete the lesson on the date shown, but it is important that you complete them in order as the learning 
builds on the previous lessons. So whenever you start, start at Summer term -  week 1, (w/c 20 April) for 
the special 12 week course (the previous tabs labelled simply week 1, week 2 can be ignored).   
Here is a link to the White Rose home learning page  

 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ 

Before each lesson make sure your child has something to write on and with, and you may want to have 
printed the lesson worksheets out in advance. These worksheets and answers are available to download 
from the St James's school website using this link https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets. 
If you don't have a printer don't worry, pupils can still have a go at the worksheets, just display them on a 

On the White Rose site, there is a video for pupils to watch which begins with a Flashback 4. This first slide 
recaps previous learning. Each video then goes on to introduce new learning. After the video pupils can have 
a go at the worksheets. The worksheets and answers are available to download from the St James's website 
at https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets. 

If you have any questions about the White Rose website and lessons on offer please direct them to info@st-
james.dudley.sch.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets
https://www.st-james.dudley.sch.uk/wh-rose-worksheets
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Weekly Reading tasks 

As our theatre trip had to be cancelled we thought that this week we would plan our English, PSHE and 
Science based around the story book ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ by Giles Andreae 

Giraffes Can't Dance is a popular children's book with a very important moral to the story. Through reading this 

book and further discussions, children will learn about the importance of accepting their own differences, as well as 

the differences of others.  
 

Before Reading: 

 What do you think this book will be about?  
 What do you think is happening in the picture?  

 Does the title of the book match the picture? Why or why not? 
 Give me a thumbs-up if you think the giraffe IS dancing in the picture. Why? 

 Give me a thumbs-down if you do NOT think the giraffe is dancing in the picture. Why? 

During Reading: 
As you read, explain difficult vocabulary words as they come up (see the list for child-friendly definitions of 
dance-related verbs that appear in the text). Stop briefly to ask questions about some of the illustrations. 
For example, for the illustration on pages 5-6, you might ask:  

 What do you see in this picture? (a group of animals playing music, dancing, talking, and laughing at a 

gathering like a party ) 
 What kind of expression does Gerald have on his face? (worried, sad, unsure) 
 How do Gerald’s face and body show his feelings? (He is not smiling. He is not in the group. He is  

watching but not joining in. He is standing still.) 
 Tell me the names of some of the animals in the picture? (lions, lizards, water buffalo, hyena, leopard, 

hippo, crocodile, zebra, etc. 

After Reading: 
Compare original predictions with the actual outcome in the story. Talk about what happens to Gerald in 
the story. Draw conclusions by asking the following questions: 

 At the beginning of the story, what does Gerald think he can’t do? (dance) 

 What does Gerald learn about himself by the end of the story? (He really can dance.) 
 Think about things that they can do that they once thought they couldn’t do. (this will be covered again 

in PSHE). 
 

Giraffes Can’t Dance—online story:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf3OHNUiG4k  

Animated version of the story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZjsLK5vwNU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf3OHNUiG4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZjsLK5vwNU
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Weekly Reading tasks continued 

Each day, as you re-read the story, focus on one of these elements:   
 
 Warthogs' and 'walzing' are examples of alliteration—a pair of words which begin with the same initial 

sound.  Can you find more examples of alliteration in the story?  (rhinos rocked and rolled; chimps did a 
cha cha; a splendid Scottish reel; a cricket coughed) NB:  Sometimes, the sound might be made from 
different letters, such as the letters ’c’ and ’k’ in the example below.  Can you think of other alliterative 
phrases that feature an animal doing something unusual? e.g. 'clever koalas doing karate,  happy 
hedgehogs hopping.    

 
 When the cricket plays his violin, Gerald starts 'shuffling', 'swaying' and 'swishing'. Can you think of  

other words that might describe how he moves?  Can you demonstrate how to shuffle, sway or swish? 
 
 Re-read the book and focus on rhyme.  Find pairs of rhyming words on each page of the story.  When 

an adult reads a page, missing out the final rhyming word, can children add the missing word them-
selves?  
Eg:  Now every year in Africa, they hold the jungle dance, where every single animal turns up to skip 
and ... (prance).  Can you make a new page for the book that includes rhyming?  

 
 
 
Reading Comprehension activity 
Share resource— English-reading comprehension.  Follow activity instructions.   
 
 
 
 
We’ve found you some more stories for you to enjoy, by the author, Giles Andreae: 
 
Commotion in the Ocean 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRhgZ8Jffs  

Rumble in the Jungle 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBi2tsD2iUQ  

Be Brave Little Penguin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b75l0ydKGg8  

Mad About Dinosaurs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gX3Zu8ZwlA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRhgZ8Jffs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBi2tsD2iUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b75l0ydKGg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gX3Zu8ZwlA
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Weekly Writing tasks 

As our theatre trip had to be cancelled we thought that this week we would plan our English, PSHE and 
Science around the story book ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ :  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf3OHNUiG4k  

Animated version of the story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZjsLK5vwNU  

There are three main writing activities to complete this week.  They are not sequential, so 
it’s up to you which order you complete them in. 

1. ‘Sloppy Sentences’:  Alan the Alien has written some sentences from the story.  But he’s 
not very good at using our spelling and grammar rules and patterns.  Your job is to be the 
teacher.  Check and find the three errors Alan has made in each sentence.  Mark the  
mistakes, then re-write each sentence correctly, remembering to use your best Kinetic 
Letters handwriting and taking care to include all correct spellings, capital letters and full 
stops in your writing.  (See Resources :  English 1-spelling & punctuation activity). 

2. An introduction to contractions:  The word ‘can’t’ in the book title is a contraction. 

“A contraction is a word made by shortening and combining two words. Words like can't (can + not), 

don't (do + not), and I've (I + have) are all contractions. People use contractions in both speaking and 
writing”.   edu.gcfglobal.org 

Look at the presentation (see resources:  English 2– contractions-intro).  Match the  
contractions to the pairs of words which have been shortened.  The apostrophe ( ‘ ) in 
each contraction represents some missing letters.  Can you identify the letters which 
have been ‘knocked out’ each time? Complete:  English 2-contractions-worksheet. 
Finally, you are asked to choose contractions and apply them in sentences.   
Remember to think, say, practise your sentences prior to writing.   
We have also included some fun contractions matching resources for you to use. 

3. Create a fact file:  Share the presentation—(English 3 + Science-giraffe info).   
This tells you some information about giraffes, but you should also do your own  
research about them, either by internet, or reading books.   
Your task here is to create a fun, attractive and interesting fact file about giraffes.   

‘A fact file is a way of presenting key information on a subject, using bullet points and/or headings, produced on 

a single printed page’.  
To organise your ideas and work, use the format shown on English 3 + Science-giraffe fact
-file.  Your fact file should include a picture of a giraffe, information about what they look 
like, where they live and what they eat.  Complete your fact file by including an extra in-
teresting fact in the ’did you know… ’ box.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hf3OHNUiG4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZjsLK5vwNU
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Weekly reading & writing tasks—continued 

 Grammar Hammer Check 10.   
As usual, be led by your child;  They may need to be supported to read parts of the 
check, but should be able to explain their answers and the choices they make. 

Mrs Williams apologises for any confusion caused by the error in last week’s Grammar  
Hammer answer sheet.  The odd letter out should have been ‘p’ as all the others are Fisher 
Family letters.   

The letter families originally presented in Grammar Hammer do not match our Kinetic 
Letters families, so we had to change the question sheets last year.  As we never use the  
answer sheets ourselves,  I did not even think to check that everything matches each week.  
To add to the confusion, as I do not have the Kinetic Letters font on my home computer, the 
presentation of the Grammar Hammer families is not as we would wish.   So sorry! 

 

Spellings this week: 

 

can’t       he’s       she’ll       don’t       it’s     they’ve   

 

Let’s do some Spoodle Spellings this week.  Read each word.  Can you  
remember what two words have been contracted?   

Write the word in any way you want—felt pen, crayon, bubble write it, decorate 
it etc.   

Look at the word for 30 seconds, then cover it.  How many times can you write 
the word in one minute?  Repeat for each word.  Every day, practise your  

spellings by using the look, cover, spell check method.   

 

Extra challenge: 

Use the words to think, say, rehearse and write silly sentences .   
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Online phonics lessons for Letters and Sounds  

 

We are pleased to announce, from Monday 27 April, online phonics lessons  

have been made available from Letters and Sounds for home and school 

 

Written and presented by phonics experts and funded by the Department for Education, the online  

lessons are designed to cover new phonics teaching that children would have received over the summer 

term had they been in school. This resource is for use by teachers and parents who will find planning and 

teaching phonics challenging when schools are closed due to Covid-19. 

 

The 10.30 am Summer Term Lessons for Year 1 are based on where our children are expected to be in 

their learning by the summer term. An additional set of lessons aims to reach the children in Reception 

and Year 1 who may need more practise with their blending. A guidance film explains the basics of  

Phonics and how you, as parents can support your child is also available.  

From Monday 27 April, a new lesson will be uploaded Monday to Friday at the times below during the 

summer term. *After upload, each lesson will then be available to watch throughout the summer term. 

  

11 am* 

  

Learning to blend 

Phase 2 recap 

For children in Reception and Year 1 who need 

extra practice sounding and reading words such 

as ‘tap’ ‘cap’ ‘mat’ ‘pat’ 

  

10:30 am* 

  

Year 1 Summer term 

Phase 5 

For Year 1 children who can confidently blend 

and read words such as ‘stamp’ ‘chair’ and 

‘green’ 

Additional Phonics games and activities  
Remember that access  to Phonicsplay website is free to use at present :  https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/   

https://bit.ly/34KsiFS
https://bit.ly/34KsiFS
https://bit.ly/34KsiFS
https://bit.ly/34KsiFS
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


 10 

 

Week beginning 18.5.20 

Science  

Our main Science topic this half term is called ‘Growth and Green Fingers’. 

LO:  I can record observations over time .   

We are going to continue observing and recording how our cress seeds are getting on.  Check on your 

seeds each day, making sure they have enough water as they drink a lot.  Remember to record / draw the 

progress of your seeds in your diary on days 4, 7 and 14.   

Remember, if you are not growing your own cress, you can find a little film clip here:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt7-fzybyBg  

‘In this video, we enjoyed growing cress, an edible fast-growing plant packed with nutrients. We used the 

cress we grew to make egg, mayonnaise and cress sandwiches which were delicious!’ 

 

The video clip also displays the days as the cress grows, so that you will be able to make your  

observational drawings from the girls’ photos at day 4, 7 and 14. 

Have you grown any other plants at home?  It would be lovely to see some pictures of your hard work 

when we return to school so keep taking photos.   

 

LO:  I can identify, name and describe a common animal .  

This week we are also studying and creating fact files about Giraffes.   You are invited to research giraffes 

through your own means, be it over the internet, through books, etc.   

(Tip:  Read the file:  ‘English 3 + Science-giraffe-info’  before you start your main research).  What else can 

you find out about them?  Draw and label an A4 picture of a giraffe.  Describe their appearance:   

 What are their bodies covered with?   

 Since they have such long necks, do they have many more bones in their necks than we do?  

 What colour are they giraffes? 

 Do they have tails?   

 What do you call the knobbly bits on the tops of their heads—are they horns, antlers or something 

else?   

 Why do they have such long legs and necks?   

 What other animals might you compare them to?   

 Do they eat meat?   

 Do they live on their own, or in groups?   

 Sometimes giraffes fight—find out how.   

* You will also make a giraffe fact-file.  For further information, see English planning on page 7.* 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt7-fzybyBg
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Science (continued) 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

Maps and plans 

This week in Geography we are exploring maps and plans. 

What are plans?  What are maps?  How do maps, atlases and globes differ? 

What do we use maps for?  Where have you ever had to use a map or a plan?  Have you 

kept any maps you’ve used on days out and about? (Safari Park, Zoo, London Underground, 

Theme Parks, Shopping Centres etc). 

Share the presentation (Geography-teaching-resources).  You will be introduced to the  

topic of maps and plans.  You will learn what the term ‘birds’ eye view’ means.  You will  

explore a variety of plans, and identify parts within the plans.   

 

Finally, you are invited to draw some plans of your own.    

Mrs Williamss’ cress is coming along very well.   

 

We also welcome a new member to our cress family—Christopher Cress and 

Sir Surf have been joined by Miss Marmite.  

Day 4 Day 7 
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Computing   

Complete level 1 of the measuring in centimetres game: 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/measuring-in-cm 

See how many Karate belts you can earn on Karate Cats English: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd63xyc/articles/zdp4pg8 

 

Art and / or DT activities 

When I was researching the story book ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ I came across some lovely 
paintings of dancing giraffes.  On Youtube, I found a few lessons teaching you how to draw 
and paint giraffes in a variety of ways: 
 

Draw A Cartoon Giraffe: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nr587hSR7o  

 
Draw a dancing giraffe:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzKVj2gqhKc  

 

A year 1 art lesson that focuses on movement through drawing and painting : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-5z8X1BBR4  

 

Create a handprint giraffe 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVxhvIE1gkU  

 

This week, you are invited to create your own dancing giraffe, through whatever medium 
you wish.  You might want to draw or paint one, or model one in lego, plasticine or clay.  Or 
maybe you would prefer to build one from recycled material.  However you create your  
giraffe, make sure he looks lively and joyful.  Once you have created him, display him in your 
front window, for all your friends to see when they walk by.   
Perhaps we could go on a giraffe hunt around the neighbourhood?   
You never know—Mr Roberts and Mrs Williams might go hunting too.  We’d love to see your 
happy giraffes! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nr587hSR7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzKVj2gqhKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-5z8X1BBR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVxhvIE1gkU
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

Music  

Let’s enjoy a story song by Giles Andreae, as well as joining in with a collection of lively songs with an animal theme.   

The Pants Song—written by Giles Andreae, sung by Lenny Henry 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pchrn4a4V7c  

 

Penguin Dance—Jack Hartmann.  This has been an absolute Year 1 favourite in previous years. 

“The Penguin Dance” is a super fun song for brain breaks. The Penguin Dance uses a growing pattern to teach left and right, fol-

lowing directions, listening skills and develops gross motor movement skills. We mirror left and right sides to make it easy to fol-

low.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf0uKmKwnKs  

 

Walking in the Jungle 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoSq-yZcJ-4  

 

Yes I can! 

"Yes, I Can!" is a super simple animal song that introduces a bunch of fun animals and action verbs,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ir0Mc6Qilo  

PE 

Follow Joe Wicks daily PE lesson, shown live at 9.00 am each morning. 

Also:   

I can Move My Body—Jack Hartmann 

“I Can Move My Body Like Anything” is a fun music and movement brain break song . Move your body with fun dances, shake like 

a salt shaker, roll like a roller coaster, pop like popcorn, wave like the ocean, flip like a pancake, bounce like a basketball, twirl like 

a dancer, clean it like a hoover. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLaJ4jyKBUY  

 

Animal Dance and Freeze 

Join Jack Hartmann in this animal freeze dance song. Great for listening comprehension skills.  Listen carefully to when Jack says to 

freeze. Build body and brain connections with crossing the midline moves.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpOe8lngp_o  

Additional staying active ideas can be found on: 

Tokyo Ten Activities https://www.getset.co.uk/resources/travel-to-tokyo/tokyo-ten  

BBC super movers https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pchrn4a4V7c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf0uKmKwnKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoSq-yZcJ-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ir0Mc6Qilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLaJ4jyKBUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpOe8lngp_o
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Week beginning 18.5.20 

RE 

The focus for RE this half term is Sacred Places.   

LO:   I can describe some of the practices which take place in church. 

During this term, year one would have visited St James’sChurch. As we are not able to do that at present 
we would like you to watch 4 videos of Andy and Jack’s visit to a church. We have missed out part four. 
Links here:  
 

Part 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxLir3p9z8U 

part 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUcvh3ShgDo 

part3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL4BVu6oqPU 

part 5 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-K7xFXOPjvs 
 

1. Can you remember all the different special parts of the church that Rev Liz showed Jack? 

2. What is the font used for?  

3. Can you remember what is given to the family when a baby is baptised?  

4. Jack and Andy went into the pulpit. What does the minister/ vicar do in the pulpit?  

5. What is the name of the musical instrument Jack saw in the church?  

PSHE 

LO:   I understand that everyone is unique, and that uniqueness should be celebrated. 

See presentation:  PSHE– I am Unique 

Through the story, ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’, we explore the idea of being unique.  The animals in the story 

weren’t very kind to Gerald because he could not dance like they did, in a swishy, waltzy, elegant or rock ‘n’ 

roll kind of way.  Their reactions made Gerald feel really sad, and as if he was not good enough.   

Until at last a friend advised that Gerald should not listen to them, and do his own thing instead.   

We take time to think about Gerald’s feelings at each point of the story, and the reactions and behaviours 

of his friends.  How should they have behaved?  How would we behave in their situation? And what would 

we advise Gerald do?  We reflect on a time when we might have been in a similar situation, and felt just 

like Gerald.  Did anyone help us through those moments when we just did not feel good enough? 

Finally, we shall celebrate something that we are good at, as well as think about something which we know 

to be more challenging, at this moment in time, but which we know we will be able to do, given some  

practise.  (see PSHE—resources). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxLir3p9z8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUcvh3ShgDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL4BVu6oqPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-K7xFXOPjvs

