
What to do today 
 

 
 
 
 
1. Story time 
Watch Michael Rosen read aloud his story We’re Going on a Bear Hunt at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds&t=102s 
 
2. Sequence events from the story 
o Cut out the Picture Prompts and correctly sequence the challenges the 

family have to face in We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. 
o Say which you think is the very worst of these challenges and why.  

 
3. Create a story map 
Create a labelled story map for We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. 
o Look at the example picture of a Bear Hunt story map and then create 

your own on a large piece of paper. 
o Label the different parts of your map with words or phrases (grass; 

thick mud; a very deep, dark cave, etc.) 
o Use your fingers or small world figures to ‘be’ the family travelling on 

their bear hunt and act out the story, using as many of the book’s 
words and expressions as you can. 
 

Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Use What I Find a Bit Scary to tell people about things that sometimes 

frighten you. 
• If you were going on a real bear hunt, what useful things would you 

take with you in your rucksack? On Bear Hunt Essentials, draw three 
things that would be really good to take and describe these.   

  

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are 
happy with what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



Picture Prompts 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 





What I find a bit scary 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Bear Hunt Essentials 

 
Item Why it would be useful 
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What to do today 
 

 
 
 
1. Story time 
If you have not already seen them, watch the story telling videos for both 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and We’re Going on a Lion Hunt at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds&t=102s and  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECYiUsppM14&t=76s 

 
2. Reading and setting out a letter 
Read Bear’s Letter to Lion. 
o Is the letter easy to read? Is it laid out like a proper letter should be? 
o Read Bear’s Better Letter to Lion and look at the differences between 

the two letters. Why is this one better? 
 
3. Writing  
On the letter-writing template, write a letter back from Lion to Bear, saying 
what happened to him. 
o Make sure your letter is laid out correctly, like Bear’s Better Letter. 
o Use capital letters and full stops in all your sentences. 

 
Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• On Animal Addresses, link the animal picture to the correct address.  
• Write out the address on a real envelope for the animal you like best 

from the set. If you don’t have a real envelope, do this on a piece of 
paper. If you prefer, make a new address up for your favourite animal. 
Don’t forget to make a stamp for your envelope! 

 
 

                                           
 

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



                                           Bear’s Letter to Lion 
 

 
 

 
The Narrow, Gloomy Cave, Devon, United 
Kingdom. 24th March, 2020. Dear Lion, I 
was fast asleep in my cave when a family 
and their dog came in and woke me up. 
They all screamed and ran away. I 
followed them but I could not catch them 
up. I only wanted to say hello! In the end 
they went into their house and jumped 
into bed. Maybe I will see them 
tomorrow. Lots of love from, Bear 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bear’s Better Letter to Lion 
 
 
 

 
The Narrow, Gloomy Cave, 

 Devon, 
United Kingdom. 

 
 

 24th March, 2020. 
 
 

Dear Lion, 
 
                 I was fast asleep in my cave when a family and 
their dog came in and woke me up. 
 
They all screamed and ran away. I followed them but I could 
not catch them up. I only wanted to say hello! 
 
In the end they went into their house and jumped into bed. 
Maybe I will see them tomorrow? 
 
Lots of love from, 
 
 

Bear 
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Animal Addresses 
 

   
 

Mr Colin Crocodile, 
The Swamp, 
Mangrove Lane, 
Africa,  
AL1 GAT. 
 

 
Mrs Olivia Ostrich, 
Googly Eyes House, 
Longlegsville 
Africa, 
B1G EGS. 
 

 
Miss Sunitha Snake, 
2 Serpent Cottages, 
Slithering, 
Africa, 
H1S H1S. 
 

 
 



 
Envelope outline 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         ____________________________________________ 
 
         ____________________________________________ 

  
         ____________________________________________ 
 
         ____________________________________________ 
 
         ____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 

 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 
 
1. Story time 
Re-watch Michael Rosen read We’re Going on a Bear Hunt at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds&t=102s 

and then watch the reading of We’re Going on a Lion Hunt by David Axtell at  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECYiUsppM14&t=76s 

 

2. Discuss and compare stories 
Read each of the Animal Hunt Questions. 

o Discuss what happens in We’re Going on a Lion Hunt. 
o Talk about the similarities and differences between the two tales. 

 
3. Learn part of a story off by heart 
Begin to learn lines from We’re Going on a Lion Hunt. 
o Say the words in black on Story Extract out loud in a nice, strong 

storytelling voice. Keep doing this. Try to learn the words off by heart. 

o Now read the words in red, which suggest actions that you could make 

to go with each line as you say them. 

o Try these, but make up your own actions if you prefer. 

o When you’re ready, perform the words with the actions to an 

audience or in front of a camera. Email the film/ photos to your 

friends and relatives! 

 
Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Look at the pictures of African Animals. Which of these animals were 

in the story? Which is your favourite of all? Why? 
• Listen again to the bit in the story where the lion in the cave is 

described. Label these features on It’s a Lion. 

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are 
happy with what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



Animal Hunt Questions 
 
 

1. Which African animals do the girls walk past in the story? 

2. Which did they see first, the flamingo or the hippopotamus? 

3. Did the girls go through a forest in the story? 

4. What things did the girls see in the big dark cave that told them a 

lion was there? 

5. Do you think the girls will really try and catch a lion the next day? 

6. Can you say one thing that is different between We’re Going on a 

Lion Hunt and We’re Going on a Bear Hunt? 

7. What other things did you notice that were different? See if you 

can mention 3 things. 

8. Can you say one thing that is the same in both stories? 

9. What other things were the same too? 

10. Which of the two stories did you like most? Explain your 

choice. 

 
 

 
 



We’re going on a lion hunt. 
Put both hands up with fingers like claws.  
 

We’re going to catch a big one. 
Open arms very wide apart.  
 

We’re not scared. 
Put both hands on hips.  
 

Been there before.  
One hand on one hip and wag forefinger of opposite hand.  
 
Oh no… 
Hold up both hands in front of mouth.  



 

 
Can’t go over it. 
Move both hands in an arch – as if going over. 
 
Can’t go under it. 
Move both hands in an inverted arch – as if going under. 
 
Can’t go around it. 
Move both hands in opposite directions – as if to hug.   
 
Have to go through it.  
Put both hands together and move them forwards.  
 



African Animals 
 

vulture

 

rhinoceros

 

hippopotamus 

 

baboon 

 

hyena 

   

giraffe 

  



It’s a Lion! 
 

 



Year 1 Reading Revision Mat Guidance
To complete each reading revision mat, you will need to read a short text; these will be 
taken from either a fictional story, a non-fiction text or a poem. Once you have read and 
understood the text, you will have to answer questions based on what you have read. 
Each question will be one of five different question types.

Each of the five different question types has its own helper to remind you of what to do:

Vocabulary Questions with Vocabulary Victor 

Vocabulary Victor will help you to look at how authors 
and poets have chosen to use certain words and phrases.

Retrieval Questions with Rex Retriever

Rex Retriever will help you to go into a text and 
retrieve the facts.

Sequence Questions with Sequencing Suki 

Sequencing Suki likes everything in order! She will 
help you sequence the events in a text.

Inference Questions with Inference Iggy

Inference Iggy will help you hunt for clues in a text 
about how someone might be feeling or why something is 
happening.

Prediction Questions with Predicting Pip

Predicting Pip tries to see the future and she will help you 
work out what might happen next.



The Farmer and his Sons
One day, there was an old farmer who had worked 
hard all his life. He was very ill.  He had three sons. 
He wanted them to be good farmers. He said to them, 
“There is a treasure in my land. Promise me that 
you will look for it.” Sadly, the father died. The sons 
looked for the treasure. They dug and dug the soil.  
“What will we find?” they said to each other. Soon, 
they had dug up all of the land. They had not found 
any treasure. They were upset. “All that hard work for nothing!” they said.

1. Find and copy the word that the author used to describe 
how the sons were feeling when they did not find the 
treasure.

            

2. How many sons did the farmer have?                                       
Tick one answer.

4. Number the steps below from 1 to 4 to show the order 
they happen in the explanation.

3. Why do you think the sons ‘dug and dug’ in the soil?

            
               

two three four

The sons dug and dug.

The sons couldn’t find the treasure.         The farmer told his sons to 
look for some treasure.

The farmer sadly died.



The Farmer and his Sons - Answers
1. Find and copy the word that the author used to describe how the sons 
were feeling when they did not find the treasure.

upset           

2. How many sons did the farmer have?                                       

Tick one answer.

4. Number the steps below from 1 to 4 to show the order they happen in 
the explanation.

3. Why do you think the sons ‘dug and dug’ in the soil?

Any explanation that refers to their extra effort to find the treasure, 
and, because they didn’t want to give up searching.

two three four

3 The sons dug and dug.

4 The sons couldn’t find the treasure.         1 The farmer told his sons to 
look for some treasure.

2 The farmer sadly died.


