
School tour – frequently asked questions: 

Thank you for visiting our website and taking the time to find out about our school.  I am delighted 

that you are considering St James’s CE Primary School for your child and I am sorry that I am unable 

to meet you in person and show you our learning environment in action.  I hope that this Frequently 

Asked Questions document, alongside our interactive tour, will go some way to informing you about 

the values and vision that members of our school community share.   

What does it mean to be a church school?  Do we have to regularly attend church in order to 

attend your school?  Will children learn about different faiths?  

The Church of England has always been concerned with education. The church became involved in in 

the building of ‘National Schools’ when there was no state school system in place.  

The purpose of a Church of England school is to offer a spiritual dimension to the lives of young 

people, within the traditions of the Church of England, in an increasingly secular world. At St James’s 

CE Primary school, we do this through our vision which is based on faith, friendship and fulfilment.  

In addition the school’s Christian values, chosen by the school community of honesty, courage, 

kindness, forgiveness, responsibility, respect, kindness and perseverance provide a shared 

vocabulary and narrative for day to day school life.  Our vision and values are at the heart of all 

decision making.  Academic, emotional and spiritual intelligence are all equally valued.  For further 

information about our church school distinctiveness, please read our SIAMS report February 2019, 

which we are incredibly proud of.  

All schools are required to teach RE.  At St James’s CE Primary School we follow the Worcester 

Syllabus and Understanding Christianity as the basis for our RE curriculum.  The children will have 

discrete teaching of 60% Christianity and 40% other religions, including Sikhism, Islam and Judaism.  

Our RE curriculum is designed to support children in considering challenging questions.  They will 

learn about religions and beliefs in local, national and global contexts. In addition, they will learn to 

articulate clearly their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right of 

others to differ.  

You do not have to belong to any particular religion or attend a place of worship to attend St James’s 

CE Primary School.  However, you may wish to complete a supplementary form for your application 

for a reception place if you have close contact and regular attendance at a place of worship.  Please 

see our admissions policy for further details.  

How is the school organised? 

We have a playgroup facility as well as a pre-school that offers half day provision for our youngest 

children.  Reception to year 6 have 2 classes in each year group with a capacity of 30 in each class. 

Class lists are devised to ensure an equal balance of a number of dynamics in each class.  We have 3 

phases of education, Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  Each phase has its own middle leader 

who supports the senior leadership team with the day to day running of the school. The senior 

leadership team is made up of the head teacher Mrs Lindsay Mason and the Deputy Head Teacher, 

Miss Sarah Mason.  

What does the Early Years phase look like? What is a typical day like in a reception classroom?  

In reception we learn through our play which takes place in the classrooms and in our outdoor 

learning environment. Following the children's interests, we carefully plan and provide a learning 

environment that is exciting and sparks curiosity and wonder. Focussed activities ensure coverage of 
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the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum and are often inspired by particular interests, books 

that we read or seasonal events. A typical day in reception involves extended periods of ‘choosing 

time’. During this time the children are encouraged to take part in a range of learning challenges. 

This self-chosen learning supports deeper engagement and fosters independence, confidence and 

problem-solving skills. The constant activity throughout the day supports physical and mental 

wellbeing, and developing gross and fine motor skills. Staff observe the children and scaffold their 

learning to enable their next steps and progress towards a good level of development at the end of 

the year. We may also work with children individually or in small groups to support learning.  

Choosing time begins and ends with short focussed periods where the children come together for 

daily phonic lessons, reading and sharing stories, writing and maths.  Focus times are also used to 

introduce activities linked to all areas of the curriculum, and as opportunities for the children to 

reflect and evaluate their learning. In reception we follow the Letters and Sounds phonics scheme, 

Power Maths, and Kinetic Letters programme for writing. 

Lunch is taken together in our hall supported by the reception staff and the lunchtime team. 

Reception children are provided with a daily snack of fruits and vegetables, and milk. We usually 

enjoy a story at this time. Water bottles are also provided and can be accessed freely throughout the 

day. 

 

Who do we talk to if we are worried? 

If you have safety concerns about a child, our Designated Safeguarding Leads are Lindsay Mason 

(head teacher) and Sarah Mason (deputy head teacher and deputy safeguarding lead).   

You are welcome to speak to your child’s class teacher about any issues or concerns that you may 

have.  Parents are encouraged to call the school office who will ask the class teacher to give you a 

call back at a mutually convenient time.  In addition, Mrs Lamming, our parent liaison officer, is also 

available to speak to and she can communicate with class teachers on your behalf.  

What are the expectations of learning at home?  

We really value the relationship between home and school.  All children are allocated with a reading 

book and membership to Bug Club, an online reading resource.  We ask that children read regularly 

at home with a minimum expectation of 3 times a week.  Families are asked to record what they 

have read in the reading diaries to let us know how they are getting on. As children go through the 

school, children read with increasing independence and begin completing their reading diaries 

themselves.  In addition, early years and key stage 1 staff provide families with a ‘Handy Hints’ 

overview each week.  This will let you know what areas of the curriculum your child is covering and 

how you can help at home.  In key stage 2, weekly maths homework is set as well as spellings and 

other English based tasks that the teacher thinks will be useful.  Some year groups set topic related 

independent projects, where children can present their research in any way that they choose.  

What are the school lunches like?  

Our lunches are provided by AIP.  Orders are taken online so you can discuss the choices with your 

child and know that they will be provided with a balanced meal of their choice.  Each day, there is a 

vegetarian or meat option as well as sandwiches or baked potatoes.  All pupils in reception and key 

stage 1 are entitled to a lunch provided by the school.   

 



Does the school have a breakfast and/ or after school club? 

 Yes, we do.  Breakfast club opens at 0740 and after school club closes at 1730.  

Bookings can be made via outofhours@st-james.dudley.sch.uk Children have a great time playing 

with their peers inside and outside.   

Anything else we can help you with?  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch on 01384 818810 or by 

email info@st-james.dudley.sch.uk and I will get back to you as soon as I am able.  

With kindest regards 

 

Lindsay Mason (head teacher) 
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