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Fact File: Rainforest Potoo
A Strange-Looking Bird
Potoos are noisy, strange-looking birds that 
can be found in the canopy of the Amazon 
rainforest. There are several types of potoo, 
including the common potoo, the great potoo 
and the long-tailed potoo. The great potoo is 
the largest of the potoo species.

These birds are nocturnal so are mainly 
active at night. They spend their days perched 
upright on trees or branches. They make a 
distinctive squawking sound, which can 
sound quite haunting, and they are at their 
loudest at night. The common potoo’s song 
has been described as sounding like the words 
‘poor me, poor me, alone’.

Appearance
Potoos have huge, gaping mouths and large, yellow eyes which provide the bird 
with excellent vision. Their feathers are brown, grey and black, and are perfect 
for giving the bird camouflage among tree trunks and bark. Often, potoos can be 
found perching vertically, blending into their surroundings with an appearance 
resembling a broken tree branch. Their camouflage is so effective that very few 
people have actually seen the bird in the wild.

Diet
The potoo mostly eats bugs and insects, including grasshoppers, moths and 
beetles. They use their huge eyes for spotting flying insects in the dark and their 
wide mouth for capturing them and swallowing them whole.

Habitat
Potoos can be found in humid forests in Central and South America. They live 
in the high branches of trees, camouflaged among the tree bark.
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Did You Know…?
• The potoo lays a single egg but 

generally does not build a nest for it. 
Instead, the egg is held in a nook or on 
a stump of a tree branch.

•  Both the male and female potoos 
take turns to incubate the egg before 
it hatches.

Noisy Nocturnal Hunters
These birds are nocturnal so are mostly active at night. Their large, gaping 
mouths are incredibly useful while hunting as they act similarly to a net. 
Using their excellent vision, the birds will fly towards their prey, open their 
large mouths, scoop up the prey and swallow it whole. Potoos can also sense 
movement with their eyes closed.

The potoo is also known for making a distinctive, squawking sound after dark. 
The common potoo’s song has been described as sounding like the words ‘poor 
me, poor me, alone’. The few who have heard this night-time call have described 
the sound as being ‘haunting’.

Potoos are rarely seen flying during the day. Instead, they spend the daylight 
hours perched upright on trees or branches, taking advantage of their camouflage 
to remain unnoticed.

Potoos in Danger
As potoos are native to the rainforest, they have suffered in recent decades due 
to deforestation. While they are not yet considered rare or endangered, their 
general habitat is at risk and their population is on a downward decline. Like 
all rainforest-dwelling creatures, their natural homes will become significantly 
reduced if rainforest destruction continues at the same alarming rate.

Page 2 of 2

Fact File: Rainforest Potoo

“Great Potoo” by veronesi1 is licensed under CC BY 2.0
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Questions
1. In what natural environment does the potoo live? 

                           

2. List two of the potoo’s distinctive features that help them to catch prey. 

1.               

                  

2.               

                  

3. Using the information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement 
is true or false.

4. Look at the section headed ‘Potoos in Danger’. 

Find and copy two words or phrases which mean ‘have become less’.

1.               

2.               

5. Look at the section titled ‘Noisy Nocturnal Hunters’. Summarise the key points of the 
section below.

1.               

2.               

3.               

Fact File: Rainforest Potoo

True False

Potoos are mainly active at night.

Potoos do not usually build nests.

They spend their days perched upright on trees 
or branches.

The great potoo is 70-80cm tall.
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Fact File: Rainforest Potoo
6. Why do you think the author has chosen to separate the facts about the potoo into                 

Appearance, Diet and Habitat?

               
                            

7. Write a caption which could be used next to the image on page 2.

               

8. Look at the section headed Potoo Fact File.

Complete the table below with one piece of evidence from this section to support each 
statement.

9. Give two examples of dangers faced by the potoo.

1.               

2.               

10. The fact file is written in a formal tone. Find more informal synonyms (words or phrases) 
for these words:

resembling              

distinctive              

dwelling              

Why has the author chosen to use a formal tone for this fact file? What is the effect upon 
the reader?

               
                            

Evidence

The potoo can be prey.

Male and female potoos can have shared 
responsibility in a task. 
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Inside and Out
Think about a character from a story you have read. Label around the outside of the silhouette 
with things you know about their appearance. Inside the silhouette, write things you know 
about their thoughts, feelings and personality.

visit twinkl.comPage 4 of 11



Stopping Said
Find one word which can be used instead of ‘said’ beginning with each letter of the alphabet 
from books you have read. Write them below and say which book you found each word in.

a b c

d e f

g h i

j k l

m n o

p q r

s t u

v w x exclaimed
(The Child’s Third  
Book of History)

y z
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Stage 5      ‘Grammar Hammer’    Skill Check 10 

 
Name:  ______________________________________  Class:  _________ Date:  ______________ 

 

1. Write the prefix which can be added to all the words 

below and which means ‘too much’ or ‘above’. 

2. Underline the suffix that turns the adjective into a verb. 

 active grown paid weak -ize -en -ify 

3-4. Underline any silent letters in these words. 

wrap cover listen speak 

5-6. Underline the correct word to use in each sentence. Use a dictionary if you need to. 

I think I have pulled a ( mussel / muscle ). What ingredients will you ( knead / need )? 

7. Use a dictionary to find the meaning of this word. 

menagerie  

8-9. Number these words to show their alphabetical order. 

yellow  yacht  yelp  youth  

 
10-11. Underline two adverbials that might help signal time or sequence in a piece of writing. 

Previously, Of course, Before long, On balance, 

12-13. Underline two adverbials that can be used for surprise or suspense in a piece of writing. 

despite this suddenly at midnight without warning 

14-15. Underline the correct verb tenses to complete the sentences. 

I ( grew / grow ) lots of potatoes this year. I try to ( grew / grow ) some every year. 

16. Underline the correct verb to agree with the subject. 17. Underline the correct verb to agree with the subject. 

The committee ( is / are ) meeting today. They ( is / are ) discussing the new swings. 

 
18-19. Underline the correct verb to make these sentences correct. 

I ( saw / seen ) him at the shops last night. He was ( saw / seen ) last night. 

20-21. Circle the adjective in this sentence and underline the expanded noun phrase. 

The  ice-cream  dripped  onto  his  new,  clean  T shirt. 

22. Underline the adverb which shows the least degree of possibility. 

certainly possibly definitely probably 

23. Underline the relative clause in this sentence. 

Dad’s camera, which was very expensive, fell in the stream.  

24. Use a comma to punctuate this sentence and make the meaning clear. 

When  we  wake  up  my  dad  always  makes  our  breakfast. 

25. Punctuate this sentence with brackets ( ) to show parenthesis. 

Queen  Victoria  1819 – 1901  reigned  for  64  years. 

 

Total:  Red (0 – 9) Yellow (10 – 19) Green (20 – 25) 
 



1 spacious

2 vicious

3 precious

4 delicious

5 malicious

6 suspicious 

7 conscious 

8 disastrous 

9 mischievous 

10 amateur 

1 cautious

2 ambitious

3 fictitious

4 infectious

5 nutritious

6 available 

7 forty 

8 twelfth 

9 hindrance 

10 government

1 crucial

2 facial

3 official

4 special

5 beneficial 

6 artificial 

7 superficial

8 average 

9 awkward 

10 bargain 
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1 pollen

2 pollinate

3 apology

4 apologise

5 length

6 lengthen 

7 deep

8 deepen

9 pure

10 purify 

1 retake

2 revisit

3 defrost

4 decrease

5 rebuild

6 preview

7 misbehave

8 disappear

9 identity 

10 individual 

1 defuse

2 return

3 rewrite

4 reuse

5 overtake

6 mistake

7 reappear

8 misfired

9 interfere 

10 interrupt 
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