
An Elizabethan Makeover Answers
My loyal subjects; do you wish to look as beautiful as 
your darling queen? Then fear no longer. A few simple 
tips will transform you into an Elizabethan star.

A heavy, white base for the skin gives the look of elegance 
and youthfulness. This can be made easily from a mixture 
of white lead and vinegar, though wear at your own risk 
– it is poisonous. 

To bring some colour back to the cheeks, use the shells of 
insects mixed with hard boiled eggs and the milk of green 
figs. This will give a rosy glow.

Dyeing your hair like mine is 

simple:  mix saffron, cumin 

seeds and oil into a paste and 

leave on the hair overnight for 

a golden glow.

1. Why does the person wearing the white base 
powder do so at their own risk? 
Accept: it is poisonous. 

2. Find and copy a phrase which states that it is 
easy to change the colour of your hair. 
Accept: ‘dying your hair like mine is simple’ 

3. Why might someone want to look like Queen 
Elizabeth I? 
Accept answers which discuss that she was 
famous and rich and people might want to 
emulate her look, or answers which discuss 
that she was what was considered beautiful at 
the time so people wanted to copy. 

4. How does Queen Elizabeth I’s makeup compare 
to makeup worn by people today? 
Accept any reasonable comparison or 
difference provided that it is properly 
explained, e.g. ‘Makeup today is not 
made out of poisonous material but the 
white base Elizabeth used was’.
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Cruel King John and the Magna Carta Answers
When Richard the Lionheart, the King of England, died in 
1199, his brother, John, became the next king. John was 
seen as a cruel man with a very bad temper. The noble 
people of England did not like him very much because he 
taxed them heavily. This meant that John would take a 
lot of the money that they earned and keep it for himself. 
By the year 1215, the noble people had had enough of 
John’s greed. They got together and came up with a 
document called the Magna Carta, which they demanded 
that King John signed. 

The Magna Carta was a promise that John would not be 
able to take whatever he wanted from the noble people 
without their agreement. If he did, the noble people 
would be able to put him in jail.

1. What was the name of King John’s brother? 
Accept: Richard (the Lionheart). 

2. Find and copy a phrase which shows what 
people thought of King John. 
Accept: ‘...did not like him very much’ or ‘had 
enough of John’s greed’. 

3. Do you think that King John would have stuck to 
the Magna Carta’s rules? Explain your answer. 
Accept any either yes or no providing that 
reasonable justification is given, such as ‘Yes 
because he would not have wanted to go to jail’ 
or ‘No because he was not a nice person and his 
greed would have got the better of him’. 

4. Sum up the key points of this text in 20 words or 
less. 
Accept any reasonable summary within 
the word limit, such as: ‘Noble people made 
greedy King John sign the Magna Carta 
because he kept taking too much tax.’
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Queen Victoria’s Journal Answers
28th June 1838.

The day has finally arrived. Though I have already ruled 
my country for just over a year, today I officially became 
their monarch. 

As I travelled towards Westminster Abbey in my carriage, 
with Lady Lansdowne by my side, crowds of millions 
gathered to see me, waving and shouting with great 
happiness and humour. I am determined not to let my 
loyal subjects down. 

The moment that the crown was 
placed upon my head was the most 
impressive and wondrous moment of 
my life. Awkwardly, the Archbishop 
placed my coronation ring on the 
wrong finger and it is now stuck! I 
must try my hardest to get it off 
before anyone notices.

1. Which two adjectives does Queen Victoria use to 
describe the moment she received the crown? 
Accept: impressive and wondrous. 

2. How long had Queen Victoria already ruled for 
before she officially became queen? 
Accept: ‘just over a year’. 

3. Why do you think that Queen Victoria did not 
want anyone to notice the ring? 
Accept answers which discuss the fact that she 
may have felt embarrassed, she did not want to 
admit to the mistake, she did not want anyone 
to think she could not do her job properly, etc. 

4. Discuss another event where crowds gather to 
see a famous person. 
Accept any reasonable and comparable 
event, such as a concert, a book 
signing, a football match, etc.
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