
 
 
 

Marking Policy 2018 
‘High aspirations are set so that every child has every opportunity to fulfil their dreams.  We will 

endeavour to instil a love of learning in our pupils.’  School Vision 2019 
 
This policy is intended to ensure consistency across the school in terms of marking practice. Marking 
should enhance learning through: 

 Drawing children’s attention to what they need to do to improve. 

 Providing feedback on what they have done so far. 
 
Agreed procedure: 

 Learning objectives and success criteria are central to the marking progress. 

 Learning objectives are used as titles and marking indicates whether a child has achieved the 
objective or they have made progress towards it. 

 A variety of approaches are taken to marking work including peer assessment, self-assessment, 
verbal feedback and written comments. 

 The majority of work in English and maths should include a celebration comment, indicate 
whether the child has met the learning objective and a next-step target. 

 Marking in other lessons usually includes a celebration comment, indication whether the child 
has met the learning objective and where appropriate challenge questions or specific next step 
targets will be provided.  

 Targets might be questions, reminders or corrections.  

 Time is given for the children to read comments and targets and make response including 
corrections. 

 Success criteria should be used by the children when self and peer assessing. It can also be used 
by the teacher to feedback to the child when marking. 

 
Marking code: 
See pages 2 and 3 
 
Is this working? 
Does book monitoring suggest that teachers are applying the marking policy and marking code? 
How clear are the children about the symbols used and their purposes? 
Have children taken on board corrections and attempted to rectify their mistakes? 
Are children responding to targets set in general? 
Have comments and targets led to evident progress in children’s work?



   St James’s Whole School Marking Code  
 Met objective here/ good feature of 

writing. 

 
        

Punctuation error or missing punctuation 

 This needs your attention.  

Sp Spelling error. 

^ 
Missing word(s). 

// New paragraph needed. 

_____ ? Section underlined doesn’t make sense. 

 
 

One idea and then another without  
cohesion (splicing).  

 

Next to Learning objective title (L.O.): 

 Learning objective met. 

 Progress towards learning objective. 

 

Marking should frequently include an indication 
of the pupil’s ‘next steps’ using a     T 
 
Codes      
I or No code = Independent           
WS = With support (TA)               
GG = Guided Group                        PA = Peer assessed 
PW = Paired work    VF = Verbal feedback 
GW = Guided Writing    
WB – Word Bank 

Marking Colours       
Red = Class teachers 
Green = Teaching assistants, PPA  
and supply teachers 
 

Self and/or 
peer 
assessment at 
end of lesson  
 

A symbol or highlighter is added to the 
learning objective by children to indicate 
whether they feel they have met the 
learning objective or have made progress 
towards it. Pupils may on occasions write 
themselves a target.  

Success 
criteria 
 

Success criteria is also used to self/peer 
assess. This may be referred to by the 
children or actually stuck in books. 

Children’s corrections 

KS1 Children underline their errors. 
Children make corrections in blue pen when 
revisiting work e.g. to follow targets. 

KS2 

Children should put a ruler line through 
errors and write the correction above or in 
the margin.  Corrections and improvements 
are made using a purple pen.   

    …… 
(under 
a word) 

Used by children to indicate: “This word may 
be spelt incorrectly and I will come back to it 
at the end of my sentence or paragraph and 
correct it.” 


