
Joseph and his multi-coloured coat Part 1 (Genesis 37 - 50) 

  

Long ago, in the land that we now call Israel, 

there lived a man called Jacob.  Jacob was the 

son of Isaac and the grandson of Abraham.   He 

had twelve sons, and of these twelve, he loved 

Joseph the best.   

 

Jacob didn’t even try to hide how he felt 

and everyone knew that Joseph was his 

favourite.  He was always spoiling Joseph 

and one day he gave him a special coat to 

wear.  It was a very fine coat, made up of 

many different colours.  You can just 

imagine how jealous the other brothers felt. 

  

Joseph was really good at one thing.  He 

had a very unusual talent.  He always 

remembered his dreams, and what was 

more he could understand what his 

dreams meant.  One day Joseph told his 

brothers about a strange dream he had 

had.  “I dreamt that we had just finished 

cutting down the corn at harvest time. 

We were tying the corn into bundles.  My bundle of corn got up from the ground 

and stood up straight.  Your bundles of corn got up too, and then they all bowed 

down to mine.”  They were really angry with Joseph because he seemed to think 

that he was better than them. 

  

Things got much worse when Joseph told 

them about his next dream. “Last night,” 

he reported, “I dreamt that the moon and 

the stars all bowed down to me.” This 

made the brothers hate Joseph even more. 

Even Jacob felt that Joseph was getting a 

bit too full of himself. 

  

Jacob’s family kept flocks of sheep.  One day, Joseph’s brothers were up in the 

hills looking after the sheep when Jacob asked Joseph to go to find them and 

check that all was well.  Joseph set off, and at last, after a long and tiring walk, 



he found them.  But a dreadful thing was about to happen.  The brothers had 

seen Joseph coming towards them in his beautiful coat and they felt so jealous 

and angry that they decided to take their 

revenge.  If it wasn’t for Reuben, who was 

the oldest, Joseph would have been killed 

by his own brothers; but Reuben 

persuaded the others to throw Joseph 

down a dried up well instead, just to teach 

him a lesson.  And that’s exactly what 

they did. Poor Joseph; it must have been very scary down in that deep dark 

hole, and there was no escape.  

 

But worse was to come.  While Reuben 

was away from the others, searching 

for a stray lamb, some merchants 

came along with their camels. They 

were on their way to Egypt to sell 

their goods. Judas, one of the 

brothers, had an idea. “Let’s sell 

Joseph as a slave,” he suggested. 

“Then not only will we be rid of him, but we will earn some money for ourselves 

as well.”  The others thought this was a really good idea, so they pulled Joseph 

out of the well and sold him to the merchants for twenty pieces of silver.  

When Reuben returned, he was horrified by what had happened; but there was 

nothing he could do about it.  The merchants and Joseph were already on their 

way to Egypt. 

 

The brothers now had to decide what they were going to say to Jacob, their 

father. They stained Joseph’s special coat with goat’s blood so that it looked as 

if Joseph had been attacked and killed by a wild animal. Then they took the 

coat home and showed it to their father. When Jacob saw the blood stains, he 

thought that Joseph was dead. His heart filled with sadness and he wept 

bitterly.  

 

Task 

1. Think about a time you had a disagreement with a friend and say how 

you resolved the situation. (I’m sure you did better than Joseph’s 

brothers.) 

2. Design a colourful coat and write kind words around the outside that 

would help you make friends after a disagreement. 


