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Stage 5      ‘Grammar Hammer’    Skill Check 14 

 
Name:  ______________________________________  Class:  _________ Date:  ______________ 

 
1. Underline the prefix which means ‘badly’ or ‘wrongly’. 2. Underline the suffix that turns the noun into a verb. 

under- mis- re- dis- symbol -ify -ize -en 

3-4. Underline any silent letters in these words. 

knock tap write paint 

5-6. Underline the correct word to use in each sentence. Use a dictionary if you need to. 

He ( through / threw ) the ball for the dog. I don’t know ( whether / weather ) I should. 

7. Use a dictionary to find the meaning of this word. 

urbane  

8-9. Number these words to show their alphabetical order. 

kerb  keep  kind  kilt  

 
10-11. Underline two adverbials that might help signal place in a piece of writing. 

throughout the year across the street by the afternoon near the sink 

12-13. Underline two adverbials that might help signal possibility or opinion in a piece of writing. 

probably clearly several perhaps 

14-15. Underline the correct verb tenses to complete the sentences. 

I ( watered / water ) the flowers last night. I try to ( watered / water )them every night. 

16. Underline the correct verb to agree with the subject. 17. Underline the correct verb to agree with the subject. 

Scissors ( are / is ) dangerous things. The sharpest pair ( are / is ) in my drawer. 

 
18-19. Underline the correct verb to make these sentences correct. 

Jo ( became / become ) my best friend. Jo had ( became / become ) my best friend. 

20-21. Cross out any unnecessary or redundant words in this sentence to convey the information more concisely. 

The tiny, small mouse scuttled quickly under the old wooden shed. 

22. Underline the correct modal verb to complete the sentence. 

( Must / Shall / Would ) you like to play football with me? 

23. Underline the relative clause in this sentence. 

My dad’s car, which is new, goes very fast. 

24. Use a comma to punctuate this sentence and make the meaning clear. 

When  flying  birds  flap  their  wings  repeatedly. 

25. Punctuate this sentence with dashes - to show parentheses. 

The  owl  sitting  on  its  own  in  the  tall  tree  let  out  a  loud  screech. 

 

Total:  Red (0 – 9) Yellow (10 – 19) Green (20 – 25) 
 



Captain Tom Moore is the war veteran who made headlines 
around the world in mid-April 2020, when he decided to 
raise money for the National Health Service (NHS), by 
walking 100 laps around his garden before his 100th 
birthday on April 30th.

The Challenge

Captain Tom has long been a supporter of the NHS. He 
spent some time in hospital after a hip replacement a 
few years ago and has been following the recent news 
about the NHS, as they work hard to treat patients 
during the COVID-19 crisis. He decided to set himself 
the challenge of completing 100 laps of his 25 metre 
garden, by walking 10 laps each day, finishing before 
his 100th birthday. Captain Tom hoped to raise 
£1000 for NHS Charities Together.

Worldwide Support

Captain Tom’s challenge was reported by his local news and word soon spread 
about his amazing effort. People very quickly took Captain Tom to their hearts 
and his story was shared more widely, including on the national news. As more 

people heard about his challenge, they donated money to the 
cause. Within a day, Captain Tom had exceeded his target. 

Captain Tom completed 100 laps (his last ten, with a guard 
of honour) two weeks before his birthday, so decided to 
increase the number of laps he walked to 200. At last count, 
he had raised over £28,000,000.

Fundraiser and Record Breaker

To help celebrate Tom reaching 100 laps, singer Michael Ball, the NHS Voices of 
Care Choir and Captain Tom released a version of the song ‘You’ll Never Walk 
Alone’, which went straight to number one in the singles charts, breaking several 
records at the same time:

Captain Tom Moore 
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• the oldest person ever to reach number one (Tom was 99 at the time)

• the fastest selling single of 2020 so far 

Every single sold raises more money for the charity. The money will be used to 
fund community groups that help support patients when they have left hospital, 
as well as wellbeing packs for NHS workers.

Biography

Thomas Moore was born in Yorkshire on 30th April 1920. 

As an adult, he joined the army and served as a British Army officer in the Second 
World War. During his time in the army, Captain Tom was awarded three medals, 
which he has worn whilst completing his fundraising laps. A short documentary has 
been made about his military career and is due to be on screen in early May 2020.

When he was younger, his hobbies included motorcycle racing and he won several 
competitions.

He currently lives with one of his two daughters and her family in Bedfordshire.

Captain Tom Moore 

He has had so many birthday cards sent to him from 
around the world, that Royal Mail have had to re-route 
his post to a special collection box.

Did You Know...?

Captain Tom in Numbers

£1000 - The target amount Captain Tom originally hoped to raise for charity.

24 hours - The time it took to reach his target.

£13,000,000 - The amount Captain Tom had raised by the time he completed 
the 100 laps.

100,000 - The number of birthday cards that have been sent to him by the public.

1.3 million - People had donated money to his campaign before the final 
week of April.
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Captain Tom Moore 

Glossary

Pride of Britain

Captain Tom has been called a national treasure by the public and was awarded 
the Pride of Britain Award. This award is given to people who have demonstrated 
great courage or inspired people with their campaigning. 

For his 100th birthday, Captain Tom is being honoured with a special postmark 
from the Royal Mail. All letters sent during the week of his birthday, will be 
stamped with a postmark that reads, ‘Happy 100th Birthday Captain Thomas 
Moore NHS fundraising hero 30th April 2020’.

veteran 

exceeded

guard of honour  

documentary

campaign

An ex-member of the armed forces.

To go beyond.

A group of soldiers arranged in a row for a 
special occasion

A factual television or radio programme.

To work towards a particular goal.
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Captain Tom Moore Questions
1. Write True or False for each statement.

2. Number the events to show the order in which they happened. 

    Captain Tom began his challenge.                                  

    Captain Tom released a single.

    Captain Tom finished his 100 laps.

    Captain Tom celebrated his 100th birthday. 

 

3. Find and copy one word that means the same as bravery.

 

4. What is the name of Captain Tom’s charity single?

 

5. Fill in the missing words.

People very quickly took Captain Tom to their hearts and his story was                  more 
widely, including on the                    news.

6. Why do you think Captain Tom wanted to raise money for the NHS?

 

 

7. Give two examples of how Captain Tom has broken world records.

 

 

Captain Tom was 100 when he started his fundraising campaign.

Tom Jones released a single with Captain Tom.

Captain Tom raised money for NHS Charities Together.

Captain Tom served in the Second World War.
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Captain Tom Moore Questions

8. Describe Captain Tom in three words and explain your choices.

 

 

 

9. How do you think Captain Tom felt when he heard that he had reached his target of 
£1000 in just a day? Explain your answer.
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Marcus Rashford is a professional footballer who plays for 
Manchester United. Alongside being famous for his ability 
to score goals, Marcus is also well known for his charity 
work and for speaking openly about matters that he feels 

passionate about. In June 2020, Marcus wrote a letter to 
UK MPs that asked them to rethink a decision that he 

believed would leave many children hungry. 

Marcus Rashford was born on the 31st October 1997 in Manchester, UK. He joined 
his first football team aged five. When he was seven, he joined the Manchester 
United academy system. Marcus speaks openly about how his family would often 
struggle to have enough to eat. As a result, when he was 11 years old, Marcus’s 
mum asked if he could start a programme that meant that he would be able to 
live closer to Manchester United’s training area. Usually, the programme is only 
available to children over the age of 12 but Marcus was allowed in a year early. 
When talking about his childhood, Marcus mentions the difficult decisions that 
his mum had to make so that he could have the best chance at success.

In February 2016, Marcus played his first match for the Manchester United first 
team. During the match, he scored two goals. Just three days later, he played in 
his first match in the Premier League where he also scored twice. In May 2016, 
Marcus played for the England. During his first match for the national football 
team, he scored a goal in the third minute of the game. This made him the 
youngest ever player to score a goal for England in their first match. 

When the UK went into lockdown (to help to slow the spread of COVID-19), 
Marcus wanted to do something to help. As a result, he partnered with a charity 
called FareShare. They collect food that is no longer needed and help to distribute 
it to charities who turn it into meals for people who are in need.

Marcus partnered with FareShare to help to raise awareness of the amazing 
work that they do. To begin with, he hoped to help families in Manchester but 
later announced that they were able to feed three million people in one week 
across the UK.

Early Life and Football Career

Charity Work

Marcus RashfordMarcus RashfordMarcus RashfordMarcus Rashford
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On the 15th June 2020, Marcus Rashford wrote an open letter: a letter which 
is written to a specific person or group of people but is published for anyone to 
see. Marcus wrote his letter for all members of parliament and posted it on his 
social media platform.

In the letter, Marcus spoke about his childhood. He explained that his family 
often relied on school meals or the kindness of others to keep them fed; he also 
wrote about how his mother worked hard to make sure that his family wouldn’t 
go hungry. He explained that this wasn’t easy and is something that he believes 
many families still find difficult today.

As a result, Marcus asked MPs to come together to help to solve the problem. 
When he was writing the letter, there were plans in place to stop a scheme (that 
helped to provide meals to school children) when the summer holidays started. 
Marcus asked for this decision to be reversed, saying that he felt as though he 
needed to use his voice to help others.

The letter was shared multiple times and was praised by people across the 
country. One day after the letter was published, the decision was made to 
continue the scheme over the summer holidays. 

An Open Letter to MPs

Marcus Rashford
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Questions
1. In which year did Marcus write an open letter? Tick one. 

   1997
   2012
   2016
   2020

2. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

   Marcus played his first match in the Premier League.
   Marcus joined his first football team.
   Marcus played his first match for Manchester United.
   Marcus played his first match for England.

3. Fill in the missing words.

When he was               , he joined the Manchester United               system.

4. …for speaking openly about matters that he feels passionate about. 
How else could the author have written this phrase?

 

5. Look at the section called An Open Letter to MPs 
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘numerous’.

 

6. Look at the section called Early Life and Football Career 
Explain why Marcus’s mum’s decision might have been difficult.

 

 

 

Marcus Rashford
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7. ‘Marcus has a great reputation for scoring goals.’ 
Using evidence from the text, explain why someone might think this.

 

 

 

8. How do you know that the author supports the work of FareShare? 
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

 

 

 

9. Summarise how Marcus’s impact during 2020 has been greater than he expected.

 

 

 

Marcus Rashford
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