
Answers
1. In which year did Marcus write an open letter? Tick one. 

   1997
   2012
   2016
   2020

2. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

3    Marcus played his first match in the Premier League.
1    Marcus joined his first football team.
2    Marcus played his first match for Manchester United.
4    Marcus played his first match for England.

3. Fill in the missing words.

When he was seven, he joined the Manchester United academy system.

4. …for speaking openly about matters that he feels passionate about. 
How else could the author have written this phrase?

Any reasonable rewording which maintains the same meaning, such as: for talking 
about things that matter to him.

5. Look at the section called An Open Letter to MPs 
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘numerous’.

multiple

6. Look at the section called Early Life and Football Career 
Explain why Marcus’s mum’s decision might have been difficult.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Marcus’s mum’s decision might have been difficult 
because it says that he would have to live closer to the training area and that means he 
had to move away from living with her. She must have missed him a lot.
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7. ‘Marcus has a great reputation for scoring goals.’ 
Using evidence from the text, explain why someone might think this.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Someone might think that Marcus has a great reputation 
for scoring goals because he has scored at least one goal in all the first matches he has 
played for each team.

8. How do you know that the author supports the work of FareShare? 
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I know that the author supports the work of FareShare 
because they have said that they do ‘amazing work’. This is how you would describe 
something that you feel positively about.

9. Summarise how Marcus’s impact during 2020 has been greater than he expected.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Marcus’s impact during 2020 has been greater than he 
expected because he only thought that he would help families in Manchester but he has 
ended up helping families all over England.
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