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English 

In English, we will be studying our class 
reader ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine 
Rundell. This will allow the children 
opportunities to explore a wide range of 
new text types, such as non-
chronological reports whilst also 
returning to other genres including 
newspaper articles, description and  
letter writing (both formal and informal).  
 
Studying these texts and composing 
their own in similar styles will allow the 
children to use and practise writing 
techniques that they have learnt 
throughout year 5 such as figurative 
language, a variety of sentence types 
and how to create an effective 
atmosphere. 
 
Alongside this, the children will have 
multiple opportunities to practise their 
speaking and listening skills as they 
give presentations on their learning, 
participate in debates and discuss 
current issues linked to our class 
reader and our studies in geography 
about the importance of the Amazon 
rainforest for our world. 

Maths 

This term in Maths, we will be continuing to work through the remaining Year 5 Power Maths 
units including: decimals, properties of shapes, position and direction, volume and capacity, 
converting units and measurement. 
 
We will also endeavour to cover the following Power Maths units that the children were unable 
to complete in Year 4 due to the lockdown: position and direction, angles, 2D shapes and 
statistics. 
 
Weekly homework will continue to be sent home on a Friday to be handed in on the following 
Wednesday. All children have log on details for TT Rockstars, Sum Dog and Education City. 

 

Reading  

In Year 5, children are encouraged to change their 
home reader whenever they are ready rather than 
on a set day. Reading records are checked by staff 
on a Friday. Children are expected to write at least 
3 independent comments per week including the 
date, book and pages read alongside a detailed 
comment. Ideas for entries can be found inside the 
front cover of your child’s reading record. In addition 
to their home reader, children are encouraged to 
read books allocated to them on Bug Club. 
 
In our daily reading sessions, we are focusing on 
improving our vocabulary alongside learning how to 
respond to a variety of texts. The skills we are 
focusing on include: inference, summarising, 
retrieval, sequencing, commentating and 
considering authors’ choice.  

Religious Education 

In RE, the children will be continuing our 
study of Christianity by considering the 
following questions: 
 
Was Jesus the Messiah? 
 
What did Jesus do to save human beings? 
 
Exploring the Bible’s portrayal of Jesus 
alongside historical evidence and the 
depiction of Jesus in other religions will 
allow the children to draw their own 
conclusions and formulate their own 
opinions of Jesus’s role in history.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 

In history, we will be considering the role 
that the Anglo-Saxons and Scots played in 
historical events by placing these on a 
timeline. Studying the historical evidence 
and artefacts that remain, the children will 
gain an insight into what life was like for an 
Anglo-Saxon citizen. We will study the 
settlements, beliefs and law and order 
systems used by the Anglo-Saxons 
alongside exploring ancient runes.  
 
Following this, we will use our knowledge 
to conduct a historical enquiry into the 
archaeological discoveries of Sutton Hoo. 

Science 

In science, we will be studying the topic ‘All 
Living Things’. To begin with, we will 
consider the characteristics of living things 
and the importance of our role in 
conserving our environment for the future. 
 
In addition to this, we will learn about the 
various life cycles of animals including 
amphibians, insects and humans. 
Following this, we will learn the specific 
roles for parts of flowers alongside their 
scientific names. The children will consider 
the stages of a plant lifecycle focusing on 
the scientific processes of germination, 
pollination, fertilisation and seed dispersal. 
 
Later on in the term, we will consider a 
variety of animals’ habitats and begin to 
understand the role of adaptation.  

Art and Design 

In art and design, we will be considering some of the most famous artists from North and 
South America who have contributed towards various art movements in history. The children 
will discuss their personal opinions of different types of art and also have the opportunity to 
create some of their own personal pieces.  
 
In particular, we will focus on the work of Andy Warhol and the significance of the pop art 
movement in the USA.  

Physical Education  

PE sessions will continue on Mondays and 
Fridays. Please ensure that children have 
their outdoor PE kit in school on these 
days and that hair is tied up. Children must 
be able to remove their own earrings for 
PE.  
This term, we will continue to learn the 
rules of rugby and to practise our throwing, 
catching and teamwork skills during our 
lessons with the rugby coach. 
In our second PE lesson each week, we 
will be practising our athletics skills and 
participating in lots of year group 
competitions.  
 

French 

In French, we will continue to practise both 
our speaking and listening skills by 
learning vocabulary associated with 
describing places in a French town. We 
will also learn how to ask for and give 
accurate directions.  
 
Later on in the term we will be learning 
how to describe and discuss the weather. 
We will familiarise ourselves with the 
geography and regions of France in order 
to perform a weather report.  



 

 
Geography  

In Geography, we will be studying the topic 
‘Amazing Americas’. Alongside locating the 
countries that make up the continents of North 
and South America, we will be focusing on the 
physical and human geography of the area. 
 
We will be particularly focusing on the Amazon 
rainforest as this is the setting of this term’s 
class reader. The children will consider their 
opinions on environmental issues such as 
deforestation alongside exploring the role of 
Fair Trade Foundation in South America. 
 
Later on in the term, we will be discovering 
how mountains are formed in our topic 
‘Magnificent Mountains’. We will also consider 
the climate and conditions of various mountain 
ranges and decide what we would need to 
survive.   
 
 
 

Design Technology  

In design technology, we will be exploring the 
concept of construction through studying the 
world’s tallest buildings. We will experiment with 
materials and shapes to discover the best way 
to build a strong and stable structure. We will 
then work as teams to undertake a challenge 
related to our work on ‘Amazing Americas’ in 
geography.  
 
Throughout this challenge, we will use the 
design, make, evaluate cycle to create a final 
product which will then be tested for its strength 
and durability. Successful team work will be 
required, alongside good speaking and listening 
skills.  
 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (including 

Relationships Education) 

This term, our PSHE work will link closely with other areas of the curriculum. 
Alongside our continued work in Computing around E-Safety, we will consider the 
question: How can friends communicate safely? 
 
Also, whilst considering the human lifecycle in Science, we will be asking: How 
will we grow and change? 
 
Towards the end of the term we will begin thinking about transition into a new year 
group and the responsibilities of being the oldest children in the school!  

Computing  

In computing, we will be focusing on developing our coding skills using the program 
‘Kodu’. We will have the opportunity to practise each of the skills necessary and to 
explore the various functions of Kodu before designing and creating our own 
computer gaming world. 
 
Alongside this, we will be undertaking research to support our work in other subjects 
on the Americas, the Amazon rainforest and mountains. The children will have the 
opportunity to practise effective researching skills such as using search engines, 
ensuring that information is accurate and also making efficient notes from their 
research. 
 
We will also continue to improve our communication and presentation skills by using 
programs such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher and PowerPoint to share our 
research. 
 
 
 


