


*  To know why a church is so important to Christians.



Starter Activity
• What are these buildings?

How do you know? 

Have you been in a building like this before?



What is a church?

• How would you describe these two buildings?

What is similar about them?

What is different?



Special Places
• Here are two different Christian churches:

St Paul’s Cathedral was first built over 1000 
years ago! It was built from wood at first, but 
unfortunately it burnt down and had to be built 
again. This time it was built in stone. Many 
famous people have been buried there, including 
Admiral Nelson.

This Methodist Chapel is in 
Leeds, West Yorkshire. It is a 
simple stone building. 

Compare the two churches. How 
are they similar or different?



Special Places

• Here are two different Christian churches:

Compare the two churches. How are they similar or different?

Hagia Sophia was built over 1000 
years ago in Turkey. It was a 
cathedral but is now a museum.

Santhome Cathedral Basilica is a 
Christian church in India. 





What is it like inside a Church?
Have you ever been to a church? What was it like?  What might you 
see in a Church?



The Bible
You will find a special book inside 
a church.  What is it called? 
(Bible)

The Bible contains lots of stories 
about Jesus and God.

Do you know any stories about 
Jesus?  Which part of the Bible 
would you find stories about Jesus?

Do you know any stories 
from the Old Testament?



Holy Cross
Churches have lots of holy crosses inside them. Why do you think this 
is?  (This is because Christians believe that Jesus died on a cross). 



Font
When baby’s are christened in a church, they are baptised in a font. 
The vicar puts special holy water on to the baby’s head in the shape of 
a cross.  Have you been christened?  Have you ever been to a 
christening?  What do you remember about the occasion?



Candle – They are lit to represent God’s love.

Christians believe that God’s love guides and shows the 
way to go.  How is that like a candle?



Organ – An instrument used to play 
hymns.



Stained-Glass Windows

Churches sometimes 
have beautiful, colourful 
stained-glass windows. 
They often have stories 
or symbols from the 
Bible on them. 

Why do you think this 
window has a picture of a 
cross and daffodil on it?  
What story does it tell?



This a special stand that the Reverend might read 
the Bible from.

What Else Might You see inside a 
Church?

Pews are where people sit in church.

Pew

This is a special table used in church services. 
You will find it at the front of the church.

Altar

Lectern



Why Do People Go to Church?
Christians attend church for many different reasons. 

It is a nice, quiet place where people can go to pray and worship God.



Weddings, Christenings and Funerals
Weddings, christenings and funerals can take place in a church.

Have you ever been to a 
wedding or christening?

What was it like?



Hymns and Music
Christians like to sing hymns in church. Hymns are special songs all 
about God. There are hymn books in church, which help people to 
remember the words as they sing.

Many churches also have an 
organ. The person who plays 
the organ is called an 
organist, they play music to 
accompany the hymns.

Have you ever sung a hymn 
or a special song in church?  
Which is your favourite 
school hymn?  Can you sing 
it?



Sunday School

Children can attend 
Sunday school at 
church. They learn 
stories about Jesus 
and God and often 
can take part in fun 
activities, such as 
crafts, painting and 
outdoor games. 

Have you ever been to 
Sunday school? What 
activities did you do?



So – Let’s recap:  Why Do People Go to Church?

How many reasons can you remember?



• To pray – People like to pray in God’s house in peace and quiet.

To sing – Singing hymns is an important part of going to church for some people.

To worship – People like to worship God in church where there are no other distractions.

To learn – People visit church to learn about the stories in the Bible.

To get married – People get married in a church as it is a holy act.

To get baptised – A ceremony to welcome a baby or member to the family of the church.

For a funeral – A funeral service is held to remember someone who has died.

To meet friends – Church is often a social place to make friends and be part of a group.

So – Let’s recap:  Why Do People Go to Church?

How many did you get?



Who Might You Meet inside Church? 
A vicar, priest, minister or reverend is the person who works for the 
church, carrying out church services and events.

A Sunday school teacher tells the children stories from the Bible and 
helps them with fun activities.

A church can be a good place to make 
new friends. 



Why do you think a Church is so 
important to Christians?

Let’s ask Mrs Skeldon.  



Use the question words to help you write some 
questions to ask Mrs Skeldon about why
Church is important to her.






