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LO:  To develop knowledge of the location and 

character of a globally significant place.



Flags of the United Kingdom
Can you draw the four flags of the countries in the United Kingdom?

England Scotland

Wales Northern Ireland



Flag of the United Kingdom
Can you draw the Union Flag?



The Australian National Flag was 
first flown in 1901. The Australian 
National Flag is used at important 
events such as ANZAC Day and the 
Olympic. It is also seen at federal 
and state parliaments. 

Can you spot anything familiar on 
the flag?

Australian Flag



Australian Flag
The Union Jack in the upper left corner represents the history of British 
connections with Australia.

The large white Commonwealth 
or Federation Star has seven 
points. These points represent 
the six states and the territories 
of Australia that occurred on 1st

January 1901. 

The Southern Cross is shown on the right hand side of the flag. This 
constellation of five stars can only be seen in the southern hemisphere. 



Australian Aboriginal Flag
The Australian Aboriginal Flag is very important to Australia’s history 
and culture. It shows the connection that Indigenous Australians 
(Aboriginies) have with this land. The flag is usually flown alongside the 
Australian National Flag.



Australian Aboriginal Flag
The black colour symbolises 
the Aboriginal Peoples.

The red colour represents the 
earth. The red ochre (crumbly 
red rock) is used in ceremonies 
and is and is Aboriginal Peoples’ 
spiritual relation to the land.

The yellow circle represents 
the sun. The sun is the giver of 
life and protector of the people 
and their land.



Torres Strait Islander Flag
The Torres Strait Islander flag was designed as a symbol of unity and 
identity for Torres Strait Islanders. In July 1995 the Australian 
Government recognised it, with the Aboriginal Australian Flag, as an 
official ‘Flag of Australia’ under the Flags Act 1953.

Torres Strait Islanders’ culture and traditions are connected to the land, 
sea and sky, which are represented in the flag.



Torres Strait Islander Flag
The flag consists of horizontal bands: two green and one blue, separated 
by black lines. There is also a Dhari, which is a traditional dance and 
ceremonial headdress, and a five-pointed star.

Each part of the flag has meaning to the Torres Strait Island culture:

• Green: represents the land
• Black: represents the Indigenous 

Australians
• Blue: represents the sea
• White: represents peace
• The Dhari represents Torres Strait 

Islander people

• The five-pointed star represents 
the five island groups within the 
Torres Strait. The star is also a 
symbol for navigation.



In 2012, Mrs Williams entered a competition to design a flag to represent the 
Black Country.  She didn’t win, but her design included some of the elements 
which the winning designer also used.  

The Black Country Flag



The Black Country Flag
Red of the 

furnaces
Black of the 
smoke and grime

The chain makers 
and metal 
workers

The strength & 
resilience of the 

people



The Black Country Flag
The winning flag was designed by:  Gracie Sheppard from Stourbridge.

Gracie thought about something said in 1862 by Elihu Burritt, the American Consul in 

Birmingham. He described the place as "black by day and red by night" — because of 

the furnaces giving out smoke and grime during the day, and glowing with fire by night.

Black of the 
smoke and grime

Red of the 
furnaces

The shape of 
the glass cones

The chain makers 
and metal 
workers

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elihu_Burritt


The Black Country Flag can now be seen flying over buildings and places of 
interest in the area, such as Dudley Castle below.  Mrs Williams has also seen 
it flying over festival fields in England and Wales, and even in the mountains 
of Nepal.  Wherever you go, it’s good to recognise a symbol from your home 
town.

The Black Country Flag



Designing flags
You have been given the job of designing a flag to represent your 
school – St James’s.

• What symbols will you include in your design?
• What shapes might you use?
• What colours will you use? 
• Will you hang your flag landcape or portrait?
• Will your flag be rectangular, as flags usually are, or another 

shape?

Designers and artists don’t make just one piece of work.  They 
experiment with different ideas first.  Try out some different designs 
before you settle on the one to create.  Use one sheet of A4 size 
paper, remembering that you do not have to keep to the shape of the 
paper.


