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Mapping it Out

1. What is a map?

2. What different types of 
map are there? 

3. Who might use a map?

4. Why do we use them? Have 
you used a map before? 



Mapping it Out

There are many different types of 
maps, from simple sketch maps that 
you can draw yourself, to road maps, 
to the very detailed Ordnance Survey 
(OS) maps of Great Britain.

For hundreds of years maps have 
helped people travel from one place 
to another.

Maps are drawings of actual 
landscapes and places that use lines 
and symbols to represent real-life 
objects like roads, fields and 
buildings.
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Different types 
of map.

Sketch map

road map

Ordnance survey 
map

London 
Underground tube 
map

Shopping centre 
layout map

Theme park or 
zoo map

world map
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A title to show what the map is 
all about e.g. Road map of 

Sheffield.

A compass rose - shows 
direction to help the reader.

Map Symbols An easy and 
simple way to show objects and 

important things on a map.

A legend/key Objects and 
important things on a map are 
shown by symbols. A key helps 
us understand the map symbols.

Different colours show 
important things such as green for 

forests and blue for water e.g. 
lakes, rivers, seas and oceans.

Key features of a map:



What Is a Sketch Map?



Look at maps
You are going to draw your own 
sketch map of the school and 
local area.

Think! What does a Sketch Map 
need to include? 

If you have any maps in your 
house have a look at them or 
google some maps.

Can you spot the differences 
between the different maps?

• What are the similarities?

• What are the differences?

• Which do you prefer?


