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Learning Objective:

To identify and name animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores.

By the end of the activity children will be able to:  

• Say what is meant by carnivore, herbivore and omnivore.

• Think about what foods animals eat.



Starter

Can you draw a picture of an animal with the 
things that it likes to eat?

It could be a pet or a wild animal.



Starter

Before you talk about the pictures you have drawn, 
let’s learn something about what animals eat.



Staying Alive
Animals need to eat to stay alive.

Different animals eat different types of food.

Which of these animals does not eat grass? 

rabbit cow lion



Carnivores
Carnivores are animals that only eat meat.

These animals have to catch animals to eat.



Carnivores
Some animals eat other animals.
These animals are called carnivores.
Carnivores eat:

and other animals:

mammals fish birds insects



Carnivores
Carnivores can be big or small.
Which of these animals do you think is a carnivore?

kingfisher deer goat



Carnivores

Kingfishers are small birds.

They only eat other animals.

They are carnivores.

They eat small fish and other 
little animals like tadpoles.



Herbivores
Herbivores are animals that only eat plants.

These can be flowers, fruit, nuts, grass or even wood.



Herbivores
Some animals eat only plants.
These animals are called herbivores.
Herbivores eat:

grass nuts seeds

flowers fruit vegetables



Herbivores
Elephants are herbivores.

Which of these can they not eat?



You can remember the word:

Herbivore
by remembering that herbs are types of plants.



Omnivores
Carnivores eat only 

animals.
Herbivores eat only 

plants.

But some animals eat animals and plants.
These animals are called omnivores.



Omnivores

Omnivores are animals that eat meat and plants.

These are animals like chickens that can eat seeds 
and worms.



Omnivores
Omnivores survive by eating both plants and animals.
This can be a good way of staying alive. If they cannot 
find meat, omnivores can eat plants instead.

Omnivores come in all shapes and sizes!

Grizzly bears eat 
seeds, berries 

and grass. 

They also eat 
deer, fish and 

insects.



Omnivores
Ants are tiny omnivores.

Most ants eat a mixed diet of plants and meat. 
This might include leaves, nectar and fruit, as 
well as insects and dead animals.



You can remember the word

Omnivore
by remembering that omnivores eat everything with an

om nom nom nom! 



Re-cap Activity

Now see if you can put the animal you drew at 
the start into the right category.

What animal have you drawn?  What food does it 
eat? Does it eat plants and seeds, or other 

animals?

Is your animal a herbivore, 
carnivore or omnivore?



True or False?

Put your thumb up, or down to say whether 
the following statements are true or false.

Re-cap Activity 2



True or False?

A sheep eats grass.

It is a carnivore.



True or False?

A worm eats rotten leaves and roots.

It is an omnivore.



True or False?

A bear eats berries, grasses, fish and other 
animals.

It is an omnivore.



True or False?

A cat eats mice.

It is a carnivore.



Main Activity

Look at ‘Science-Sorting Activity’. Print or copy 
the Venn (sorting) diagram onto A4 paper.  Go 

through the pages of the sorting activity,
reading the information about what each animal 

eats.  

Write the names of the animals in the correct 
section of the Venn diagram.  

Can you sort the animals into herbivores, 
carnivores and omnivores?



Main Activity

Remember:-

Herbivores eat plants.

Carnivores eat meat.

Omnivores eat plants and meat.



CQ: What about Humans?
Do you think humans are carnivores, 
herbivores or omnivores?
What did you eat yesterday?

Humans are able to eat meat 
and plants.

Some people eat only plants, 
but most humans have both 
plants and meat in their diet.

This makes humans 
omnivores.



Well done!

You have been able to identify and name animals that 
are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 
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