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Friday 19th June 2020 

Dear Families 

I hope that this letter finds you safe and well.  The wider opening of the school from the 1st June has been very 

successful.  We have been overwhelmed by how confidently and independently year 6 and reception pupils have 

returned and settled in to the new way of doing things at St James’s.  It is regrettable that at the moment, we are 

unable to safely welcome back pupils from other year groups.  Should the guidance change, we will amend our plan 

and let you know as soon as we are able.  Thank you very much for your support, understanding and patience. As we 

get towards the end of what has been a very unusual and difficult year, we are writing to let you know about some 

of the arrangements that we are putting in place.   

Reports:  
End of year reports have been written and will be ready for distribution during the weeks beginning 6th July and 13th 
July.  If your child is attending school, we will send their report home with them during that week.  For those not 
attending, reports will be available from school from 3 45pm until 4 30pm on the allocated days below: 
 

Reception 
and Year 6  

Monday 6th July  

Year 1  Tuesday 7th July  

Year 2  Wednesday 8th July  

Year 3  Thursday 9th July  

Year 4  Friday 10th July  

Year 5  Monday 11th July  

 
Due to the current restrictions, teaching staff will not be available to speak to, on collection of the reports.  If you 
would like to discuss the contents of the report, please email reports@st-james.dudley.sch.uk and your child’s 
teacher will get back to you.  Please could you return all reading books to school at the same time as collecting 
reports? 
 
End of term:  
For those pupils attending school, I can now confirm the arrangements for the end of term.  The postponed INSET 
day from 1st June will now be on Friday 17th July.  To allow year 6 to celebrate the end of their primary school journey 
we will require additional staff and space.  This is to attempt to make up for some of the activities that the children 
have missed due to the lockdown, such as a residential visit, a show, a leavers’ service and a disco.  We will therefore 
be closed to reception pupils after Tuesday 14th July.  The end of the term will therefore be as follows: 
 

Monday 13th July  School is open to reception, year 6 and key worker pupils 

Tuesday 14th July  School is open to reception, year 6 and key worker pupils 

Wednesday 15th July  School is open to year 6 and key worker pupils only 

Thursday 16th July  School is open to year 6 and key worker pupils only 

Friday 17th July  INSET day – school is closed to all pupils.  
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We are awaiting information about school closure over the summer holidays and the Government’s plans for some 
pupils to be provided with catch up programmes.  I can confirm that we are unable to run a Holiday Club provision 
and as far as we are currently aware, will not be expected to remain open to the children of critical key workers.   
 
Autumn Term 2020: 
We remain very hopeful that we will be able to welcome all children back to school in September.  Our priority when 
children do return is to ensure a smooth transition and receive the support that they need to settle in after such a 
long period away from school routines.  Where possible and appropriate, pupils will remain in class groups that they 
are familiar and happy with.  Staff from your child’s previous year group will be available to support transition and 
settling back in.  You will receive information about your child’s class teacher for the following year, enclosed with 
their school report.    
With no further guidance currently being available for the new school year, I am unable to confirm exactly what the 
arrangements will be.  However, if it is the case that school will be fully open again as we are all hoping, the 
suggested return dates are as follows: 
 

Tuesday 1st September  INSET day  

Wednesday 2nd September   INSET day 

Thursday 3rd September   Pupils from Year 1 – Year 6 return 

  

Monday 14th September   New Reception pupils return  

Tuesday 15th September  Pre-school pupils return 

 
This will allow reception staff to be available to support with transition of our current reception pupils, into year 1.  
We will ensure that we communicate regularly over the next few weeks and over the summer holidays as we get the 
most up to date directives.  This will be done via the school’s website and we will send text messages with links, to 
alert you that new communication has been added.   
 
We have been overwhelmed by the kindness and support that we have been shown over what has been a very 
difficult few months and we are incredibly proud of the community spirit of our school.  Children who have worked 
with us from the beginning of the lockdown period as part of the key worker provision, have been a pleasure to 
spend time with.  Pupils who have returned since the beginning of June, have done so with a maturity beyond their 
years.  We have really enjoyed messages from pupils learning at home.  
 
Best wishes  
 
Mrs Mason (head teacher) Mr Millichip (Chair of Governors) and all of the staff at St James’s CE Primary School  
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