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Putting Out Fires 

 

How to make fire extinguishers  

 Cover empty spray or washing up bottle with red and black paper, paint or tape. 

 Add a simple paper label. 

 Fill with water. 

 

How to make ‘flames’ 

 Cut yellow and red paper into flame shapes. 

 Stick around areas outside. 

 Paint trees with red tempura paint. 

 

Ideas to extend the activity  

 Create a fire station role-play area. 

 Make fire engines out of cardboard boxes. 

 Create a call centre for emergency calls.  
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Fireman Jim´s (diary) Account 

 
Join in with the actions (see guide below) for the red phrases in the story. 

 

 

Sunday 2nd September 

 

After a hot, dry day, I went to my bed. I rose to hear people shouting and 

screaming. Then Mary came and told me that there is a great fire and it is 

spreading fast. I put on my clothes and ran outside. Some other lads and I 

ran through the houses shouting for people to ´make your way to the river´. 

We couldn´t get too close as the flames were too big. It looked like the 

burning debris made a fiery sea. People were staying in their houses until the 

fire touched them. They were scared to lose their homes and belongings. It 

was difficult to move as there were too many people in the streets loading 

carts. We managed to get to the parish to get the buckets, helmets, axes, 

fire hooks and ladders. I put on my fireman´s hat and we made a human 

chain passing buckets of water from the river. The lads were getting tired 

as the horse and cart hadn´t arrived yet. Nothing was stopping the fire. 

Finally, a horse and cart arrived. We started squirting water but the tank 

soon emptied. The lads had begun pulling down houses with the fire hooks 

but the fire was overtaking them.  

 
 

Phrase form the story Action to perform 

After a hot, dry day I went to my 

bed. 

Pretend to sleep 

ran outside 

 

Run on the spot 

make your way to the river Shout: ‘Make your way to the river!’ 

I put on my fireman´s hat 

 

Pretend to put on a hat 

We made a human chain passing 

buckets of water from the river 

Pretend to pass a bucket along a line 

We started squirting water Pretend to squirt water 
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Fire hook 
Leather bucket Fireman’s helmet 

Fireman’s helmet Fire engine Fire extinguisher 



KS1   Topic: The Great Fire of London   Block E: Fire Safety Then and Now   Session 1 

© Original resource copyright Hamilton Trust, who give permission for it to be adapted as wished by individual users. 

 

Sample Venn Diagram  

Sort the fire equipment.  Type / write each piece of equipment on the Venn Diagram 

 

 

Then Now 

Both 


