
An Extract from  
Howard Carter’s Diary

4th November 1922

Quick Questions

After the discovery of the first step, we exposed fifteen more 
steps leading down to an ancient doorway, still sealed 
after all these years. The name on the door was clear: 
Tutankhamen. They say this tomb is cursed; they say that 
the ancient pharaoh threatened anyone who disturbed his 
peace in the afterlife but that will not stop me. For five years 
we have been digging through the inhospitable desert and I 
am finally about to make the most important 
discovery of my life. At last, I 
will be the one to unearth the 
final resting place of Egypt’s 
youngest pharaoh. It 
will be filled with 
treasures beyond 
anyone’s wildest 
dreams. 

1. In what year was this text written? 

  

2. Do you think Howard Carter was scared? Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 

  

  

3. Sum up the main points of this extract in 20 
words or less. 

  

  

  

4. What do you think happened next? 
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An Extract from  
Howard Carter’s Diary

4th November 1922

Answers

After the discovery of the first step, we exposed fifteen more 
steps leading down to an ancient doorway, still sealed 
after all these years. The name on the door was clear: 
Tutankhamen. They say this tomb is cursed; they say that 
the ancient pharaoh threatened anyone who disturbed his 
peace in the afterlife but that will not stop me. For five years 
we have been digging through the inhospitable desert and I 
am finally about to make the most important 
discovery of my life. At last, I 
will be the one to unearth the 
final resting place of Egypt’s 
youngest pharaoh. It 
will be filled with 
treasures beyond 
anyone’s wildest 
dreams. 

1. In what year was this text written? 
1922 

2. Do you think Howard Carter was scared? Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 
Accept yes or no provided that it is backed up 
with relevant evidence from the text, e.g. ‘No 
because he said that the curse will not stop 
him.’ 

3. Sum up the main points of this extract in 20 
words or less. 
Accept any reasonable summary which 
includes the key points of the text in twenty 
words or less.  

4. What do you think happened next? 
Accept any reasonable prediction exploring 
themes of opening the tomb, making the 
discovery, etc. 
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Get Ready with Cleopatra Quick Questions
To look as fabulous as me, follow these simple beauty steps.  
First, bathe in milk and honey to keep your skin nourished 
and soft. I scrub away the dead skin using sea salt and 
then I like to use crushed green grapes to give my skin a 
golden glow. 

I usually keep my makeup quite simple and natural. I crush 
up lapis luzuli stone to create a deep blue eye shadow base 
and then I add some sparkle with little chunks of gold 
pyrite. Next, I make my eyelashes and eyebrows darker 
using charcoal and animal fat. Then, I just rub some red 
clay into my lips and cheeks and I’m ready to head down 
to the pyramids for the day. 

1. Through whose eyes is this text told? 

  

2. Find and copy a phrase which shows that 
Cleopatra thinks that she looks good. 

  

  

3. ‘I usually keep my makeup quite simple and 
natural.’  What makes you think that this is  
not true? 

  

  

  

4. Explain why Cleopatra does not use the same 
makeup products that women use today. 
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Get Ready with Cleopatra Answers
To look as fabulous as me, follow these simple beauty steps.  
First, bathe in milk and honey to keep your skin nourished 
and soft. I scrub away the dead skin using sea salt and 
then I like to use crushed green grapes to give my skin a 
golden glow. 

I usually keep my makeup quite simple and natural. I crush 
up lapis luzuli stone to create a deep blue eye shadow base 
and then I add some sparkle with little chunks of gold 
pyrite. Next, I make my eyelashes and eyebrows darker 
using charcoal and animal fat. Then, I just rub some red 
clay into my lips and cheeks and I’m ready to head down 
to the pyramids for the day. 

1. Through whose eyes is this text told? 
Cleopatra’s. 

2. Find and copy a phrase which shows that 
Cleopatra thinks that she looks good. 
Accept: ‘to look as fabulous as me’.

3. ‘I usually keep my makeup quite simple and 
natural.’  What makes you think that this is  
not true? 
Accept an answer which discusses how 
the choices she makes cannot be seen 
as simple and natural- looking, e.g. 
blue eye shadow with gold details 

4. Explain why Cleopatra does not use the same 
makeup products that women use today. 
Accept any explanation that today’s 
makeup did not exist when Cleopatra 
was alive and so she had to use what 
was in the environment around her.
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Friendly Felines Quick Questions
Cats were considered to be sacred, or holy, in ancient 
Egyptian society and helped humans just as much as 
humans helped them. 

The ancient Egyptians were skilled farmers and grew many 
crops, such as wheat and grains, in the nutrient-rich soil 
close to the River Nile. However, the wheat would attract 
mice, rats and snakes, which 
were dangerous to humans. 

To solve this problem, the 
ancient Egyptians would 
leave food, such as fish heads, 
outside to tempt cats to visit. 
When the cats came, they ate 
the food and scared away any 
vermin around the food stores. 
After a short amount of time, 
cats were welcomed into the 
house and lived happily with 
their human friends.

1. Find and copy two adjectives which show that 
Egyptians thought that cats were special. 

                                                                                            

2. What is the main point of the third paragraph? 

  

  

3. What does ‘nutrient-rich’ tell you about the soil 
close to the River Nile? 

  

  

  

4. Where in this text can I find information about 
the types of crop grown by ancient Egyptians? 
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Friendly Felines Answers
Cats were considered to be sacred, or holy, in ancient 
Egyptian society and helped humans just as much as 
humans helped them. 

The ancient Egyptians were skilled farmers and grew many 
crops, such as wheat and grains, in the nutrient-rich soil 
close to the River Nile. However, the wheat would attract 
mice, rats and snakes, which 
were dangerous to humans. 

To solve this problem, the 
ancient Egyptians would 
leave food, such as fish heads, 
outside to tempt cats to visit. 
When the cats came, they ate 
the food and scared away any 
vermin around the food stores. 
After a short amount of time, 
cats were welcomed into the 
house and lived happily with 
their human friends.

1. Find and copy two adjectives which show that 
Egyptians thought that cats were special. 
‘sacred’ and ‘holy’. 

2. What is the main point of the third paragraph? 
Accept answers which state the main point 
is that cats would scare away vermin that 
harmed food stores and so were welcomed by 
Egyptians. 

3. What does ‘nutrient-rich’ tell you about the soil 
close to the River Nile? 
Accept answers which state that the 
soil is full of nutrients / goodness / 
will help the crops to grow well.

4. Where in this text can I find information about 
the types of crop grown by ancient Egyptians? 
Accept answers pertaining to the second 
paragraph or second sentence.
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